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Faith's Holdings 
By S. W. Young 
HE Son of man, the Friend of sinners, 
died, 
Not gently, and where lips of love spoke 
low, 


But on the cross, where enmity, and pride, 
And murderous hate their bitter taunts 
could throw. 


Rejoice, ye saints! for death has lost its sting; 
The cross no longer is a thing of shame; 

And Calvary to burdened souls may bring 
Release, and joy, and hope, in Jesus’ name, 


The grave can boast of victory nevermore ; 
For Christ has borne its Gaza gates away, 
And, ever since, Faith goes through death’s 
dark door 
Into the morning of an endless day. 


A Guidepost at the Crossroads 


Fanaticism and dead orthodoxy are two 
extremes. In one of those wonderful an- 
swers to his critics the Lord Jesus gave 
a warning that should keep us out of these 


_ bypaths, The Sadducees tried to ensnare 


him by a question concerning the resur- 
rection, and he answered: “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures, nor the power 
of God” (Matt. 22:29). Many of our 
troubles today come from one of these two 
sources of error. :We are in danger of be- 
coming fanatical when we think only of 
the power. of God, without regard to the 
Scriptures. .We may come to the con- 
clusion that God can do a certain thing in 
a certain way, and that therefore he ought 
to do it for us, if we ask him to. But at 
the same time we may be ignoring the 
teaching of the whole Bible on that par- 
ticular subject, and when God does not 
do as we expected: him to, we are discour- 


aged. On the other hand, a Christian may 
be so occupied with a head knowledge of 
doctrine that he may not avail himself, by 
faith, of the power of God in his own life. 
He shows little evidence that Christ is 
really his Saviour from sin, and he does 
nothing to comfort, cheer, and encourage 
others, or to lead the unsaved to Christ. 
But we need not be led away into either 
of these extremes, for we have God’s in- 
spired Word to guide us, and to keep us 
from error; and, if. we feel the lack of 
power and warmth and love, we have his 
gracious word: “And God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 


9:8). 
=< 


Present with the Lord “ 


Another greatly beloved Christian 
leader has been taken from among the 
ranks of his fellow pilgrims to join the 
redeemed in Heaven. On Wednesday, 
March 18, after his usual busy day at the 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, and after 
a few brief parting words with his own 
family, Dr. Lew Wade Gosnell was taken 
to be with the Lord. He was fifty-seven 
years old. He began preaching the Gos- 
pel at the age of eighteen, and twenty-five 
years ago was asked to speak at the Bible 
Conference at Montrose, Pa. Dr. James 
M. Gray was present, and he marked Dr. 
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Gosnell as a man whom he needed in the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. For 
thirteen years Dr. Gosnell labored there 
with distinction, and multitudes of students 
came under the charm of his life and his 
skillful teaching. At the time of his death 
he was a Trustee, Vice-President, and Dean 
of the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia; and a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, While, at 
the Institute, he was for a time acting rector 
of the Reformed Episcopal Church of St. 
John’s-by-the-Sea, at Ventnor, N. J. He had 
been granted the degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity by the Evangelical Theological 
College, Dallas, Tex. One of his associ- 
ates at the Institute, the Rev. J. R. Clin- 
ton, has written: “Ten years ago he entered 
the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania as a 
Bible lecturer and teacher. It was recog- 
nized immediately that he was God’s 
anointed man for work in the capacity of 
dean. He served the institution without 
measure. As administrator and executive 
he had » rare gift of common sense and 
practical wisdom. Administration often 
makes a man rigid and detached in this 
position. Not so with Dr. Gosnell; He 
was tender and affectionate with every 
member of the faculty and supremely with 
all the students. He was God’s gift to 
the Christian: ministry and the teaching of 
the Word of Life. It was a high privilege 
to labor with such a true yoke-fellow, and 
gifted servant of Christ.” 
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The Forgotten Quest 


“The Lord give mercy unto the house of 
Onesiphorus ... when he was in Rome, he 
sought me out very diligently, and found 
me (a Tom: 3: 36, 17). 


RIENDS are a priceless treasure in 

this life, and when the friendship is 

sealed with the love that emanates 
from the great Friend, it truly becomes a 
“pearl of great price.” Anyone who has 
had the experience of renewing fellowship 
with a long lost friend knows something 
of the happiness that must have flooded 
Paul’s countenance when he saw his Ephe- 
sian friend, Onesiphorus, standing in the 
doorway of his Roman prison. 

The inspired record does not tell us how 
many days, or possibly weeks, Onesiphorus 
tramped over the crooked and filthy streets 
of that ancient metropolis, before he located 
the place of the apostle’s incarceration, 





This is the third and concluding editorial by 


Harold B. Street, of the Sudan Interior Mission 
in Ethiopia. 


but it does say “he sought me out very 
diligently.” In the original, this phrase 
is one word, meaning, literally, “made a 
scrutinizing search.” 

We are living in an age of lackadaisical 
indifferentism, smug complacency, and “self- 
alone” responsibility, and the majority of 
Christians have been so wafted along in the 
spirit of the age that soul-winning has, 
become the forgotten quest. “For all seek 
their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ’s” (Phil. 2:21). Peter knew some- 
thing of the relentless effort of the evil 
one, for he wrote: “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking [literally, 
making a scrutinizing search to find] whom 
he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Should a Christian be less aggressive? 
Onesiphorus made a scrutinizing search for 
the valiant missionary, and brought the 
blessing of Paul upon his household. Paul 
went to the “far ends of the earth” in quest 
of the lost. His vocation was “not seeking 
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mine own profit, but the -profit of many, 
that they may be saved” (1 Cor. 10: 33). 
What Christian will deny that the Lord 
made a scrutinizing search for him? Truly, 
“the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 10). 
God was not willing that any should per- 
ish, and the Lord Jesus was fully con- 
formed to that will, for he said: “I seek 
not mine own will, but the will of the 
Father which hath sent me” (John 5: 30). 
Can we, who have been sought out, do 
less than this? How untiring we ought 
to be in our effort to seek out the lost. 


Not long ago one of the writer’s serv- 
ants came rushing into the house and 
breathlessly exclaimed, “Fire is eating three 
houses up on the mountain!” When the scene 
of the conflagration was reached, an hour 
or so later, we found several hundred peo- 
ple gathered and wailing in true Ethiopian 
fashion. The only trace of the former 
native compound was a heap of smolder- 
ing ashes. After the long dry season, an 
Ethiopian hut, with its bone-dry timbers 
and thatch, is quickly consumed by hungry 
flames. Before the ashes were cool forty- 
five or fifty men, each with a stick, began 
at the edge of the débris and scratched 
every bit of the ash heap in search of 
six coins (the total value about $1.25 in 
U. S. money). Bit by bit the remains 
were searched. After about an hour a 
small coin (worth about six cents) was 
found, and for a few moments the wailing 
was displaced by a shout worthy of an 
American football game. A _ short time 
later, a second small coin was found, and 
just before dark, after many hours of 
scrutinizing search, the large coins were 
found, rejoicing the hearts of both the 
searchers and the onlookers. “I say unto 
you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth. . . . Either 
what woman having ten pieces of silver, 
if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house and seek dili- 
gently [make a scrutinizing search] till 
she find it? And when she hath found 
it, she calleth her friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which I had 
lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15: 7-10). 


True friendship obligates friends to ac- 
cede to the wishes and desires of friends. 
Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you” (John 15: 
14). Has he not plainly said, “Go... 
and teach” (Matt. 28:19), “Go ... and 
preach” (Mark 16:15), “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me” (Acts 1:8)? How can 
many Christians call themselves “friends” 
of our Lord, when they are indifferent to 
the astounding fact that three-fourths of 
the world’s population does not have a 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ? What 
vast areas there are on every continent, 
yes, in almost every country, that have 
not been penetrated with the Gospel, al- 
though commercial interests have left no 
profitable field untouched. But, to make 
the problem more personal, where is the 
community or hamlet that has not at least 
one wanderer, lost, away from Christ; 
some one who is seeking the interest of 
a friend, the love of the Saviour? “And 
they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament; and they that turn 
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many. to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). “He that win- 
neth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30). Would 
we delight the heart of our great Friend? 
Then we must make that “scrutinizing 
search” for the “other sheep . . . which 
are not of this fold.” The omnipotent 
God is limited in his working only by us. 


April 4, 1936 


Behold how many thousand still are lying 
Bound in the darksome prison-house of sin! 

With none to tell them of the Saviour’s dying, 
Or of the life He died for them to win. 

*Tis Thine to save from peril of perdition 
The souls for whom the Lord His life laid 


down, 
Beware lest, slothful to fulfill Thy mission, 
Thou lose one jewel that should deck His 
crown.” 
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Crystal Gazing in Church 


The civilized world of the year 1936 
likes to think of itself as so advanced and 
highly educated that it is far beyond any 
appeal of myth or superstition, anything 
that would appeal to the ignorant or credu- 
lous. Yet we are seeing such an incoming 
flood, a veritable tidal wave, of the occult 
as would have seemed urithinkable and im- 
possible thirty or forty years ago. The 
most cultured types of people are being 
carried away. by the occult and the super- 
natural in realms of darkness and false 
religion. Not only is spiritism having a 
great revival, but so also is astrology. Still 
another amazing instance’ is reported in a 
personal letter to the Times by a conse- 
crated Christian husband and wife who are 
personal friends of the Editor. They 
write: 

We feel that the Lord has placed us in 

one of the neediest sections of this country. 
We are amazed at the boldness of the Ad- 


versary, and yet we rejoice because we® 
know the victory has been won. 


We are working in a Community Church. 
The pastor preaches a good sermon in the 
morning, and then turns the evening serv- 
ice over to the enemy, inviting various en- 
tertainers, musicians, and apparently any- 
one who cares to take part. 

Last night after the service a psycho- 
analyst entertained the crowd by crystal- 
gazing and fortune-telling. He has spent 
two years in India studying his art, so he 
is well qualified to “analyze” any who care 
for it. Just an hour before given 
our young people the fourth chapter in the 
book, “The Triumph of John and Betty 
Stam,” and had stressed our need to lay 
all on the altar and allow Christ to live 
in us. I have been asked to sponsor the 
Epworth League, and since last June three 
of our young people have been saved. But 
-_ Sunday evening the opposition is ter- 
rific. 


Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar was per- 
haps the greatest empire this world has 
ever known, with the highest type of cul- 
ture and civilization. But it had its false 
cults, and doubtless of a sort very similar 
to those we have today. Nebuchadnezzar, 
when he could not understand his dreams, 
“commanded to call the magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the 
Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams” 
(Dan. 2:2). They were highly educated, 
and doubtless were able to do some super- 
natural and uncanny things, by the help 
of the powers of darkness, — but they could 
not interpret a dream that God had given 
Nebuchadnezzar. It took a true servant 
of God to do that, and Daniel was the 
chosen man. Let us be on our guard 
against every wile of the Adversary and 
“seducing spirits” (1 Tim. 4:1), and re- 
member God’s warning, even more needed 
today than when it was given through Isa- 


iah seven centuries before Christ: “And 
when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and that mutter; should 
not a people seek unto their God?” (Isa. 
8: 19.) ‘ 

Paul warns the early church, and the 
church of today, of the “perilous times” 
that had begun even in the first century 
and that are coming in upon us now like 
a flood. He describes those “having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof,” and commands “from such turn 
away. For of this sort. are they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts, ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of truth” (2 
Tim. 3: 1-7). 

How significant it is that in the same 
chapter, as Paul predicts by inspiration 
that “evil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived,” he points to the sure and infallible 
safety from every attack of the enemy and 
all false teachings, as he pleads with Tim- 
othy and with all of us: “continue thou in 
the things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of,” resting our whole con- 
fidence on “the impregnable rock of holy 
Scripture,” because “all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: that the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 


= 
A Subscriber at 96 


The subscription department of THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times recently notified a 
Rochester, N. Y., reader that the renewal 
date for his subscription was February 22. 
In reply came the following iriteresting 
letter : 


Before the time when you inform me my 
subscription will expire I shall have reached 
the age of ninety-six. And I am in rapidly 
failing health. I find it is necessary to 
make a few necessary changes in my affairs, 
and it will be essential that I discontinue 
your paper, which I have taken with great 
appreciation for many years. 

There need to be no limit to the age of 
your paper, and may it continue to bless 
the world for a century to come! 

With heartiest wishes for your own 
health and long life, and God’s blessing 
on your work, I remain, : 


This letter from the ninety-six-year-old 
reader, who is a physician, is a benediction 
indeed. When it came to the desk of the 
President of the Times Company, Mr. 
Howard, somehow he was quite unwilling 

(Continued on page 238) 
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| Confessions of a Spiritist Medium 


From planchette to the brink of ruin—and then 
deliverance through the power of Christ 


By Margaret Gibson 








HEN I was a child of seven my 

mother, who was a devoted child 

of God, was called Home. I re- 
member distinctly her dying message. She 
realized that she was going, and she asked 
the nurse to hold me up to her; she told 
me that she was going to Heaven, and 
asked me to meet her there, and I gave 
her my promise. 

My father .was so heartbroken that he 
rebelled against God’s will, instead of find- 
ing in Jesus the “Friend above all others” 
in time of sorrow. Soon after my mother’s 
death a sister of my father’s went into 
spiritism, and through her my father be- 
came intensely interested. He brought it 
into the home, and proved beyond a doubt 
that spirit communication is a fact, not 
imagination as: many suppose. 

One evening Father brought a planchette 
to our home, where he, my aunt, my three 
brothers, and ‘I were gathered around the 
table. My father placed his hands first 
on the planchette, then my aunt, each of 
my brothers in turn, but it made no move- 
ment. I was last, and, as soon as I placed 
my hands on it, it began to write so fast 
that I was afraid, ‘Messages were given 
to my father and signed “Julia” (my 
mother’s name). 


Evenings with the Quija Board 


After assurance ‘from my father I began 
to look upon this. as' being really my mother’s 
spirit. The.planchette became a very defi- 
nite part of my father’s life; as soon as 
supper was over the evenings were spent 
in getting messages, not only those signed 
“Julia,” but from many other spirit “friends,” 
including my uncles and others. We used 
so much paper ‘that Father bought cheap 
wall-paper in: lots; ‘then .table oilcloth was 
kept for the purpose, so that it could be 
washed and used again. 

We soon. discovered: that it was not neces- 
sary to use ‘the :planchette as a means of 
communication. I: began to tell things my- 
self, which did away with waiting for 
the messages. For instance, I would allow 
anyone to ask me a question; and why I 
said the things ‘I did I could not under- 
stand, but my answers were always right. 
I began to enjoy some of the experiences 
I had, particularly that of telling my father 
and brothers where they were when they 
were out, with whom they had been, and 
so on. 

I was a medium. until I was sixteen years 
old, and during that time I never realized 
that I was actually demon-possessed until 
I saw the light of the glorious Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. : 

But, before :telling of my salvation, let 
me say to those who may not realize the 
awful danger of having anything to do with 
spiritism (and I have met even born-again 
souls who are curious) that it is not im- 
agination, neither is it only ignorant people 
who are eritangled. My father, until the 
death of my mother, was a nominal Chris- 


The world believes that spiritism is 
a gigantic hoax, that all its phenomena 
depend on tricks and illusions; spirit- 
ists on the other hand, make a religion 
of it. The Christian, with God’s in- 
spired Word to guide him, knows that 
there is a deadly reality in spiritism 
and that he must have nothing to do 
with it. But many have been deceived 
into delving into its mysteries out of 
curiosity or for momentary pleasure; 
and after having done so, many have 
testified that they would give every- 
thing they own to be delivered from it. 

This article is the personal testimony 
of one who was led into it as a child, 
who became d p d, an 
who was then delivered out of bond- 
age by the glorious Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 











tian, and he even sneered at spiritism; he 
was (and is) an educated and intelligent 
man, and one who must have proof. He 
did all in his power to prove to his own 
satisfaction that the power working through 
his child of seven years was supernatural, 
so he put many tests, although I was not 
aware of this then. 

When I began with the planchette, he 
had me place my hands in different ways; 
then he had me use one hand, then only 
one finger; but the intelligent’ writing went 
on in the same way. Then he had me 
remove my shoe and place my foot on it, 
but the message came just the same. This 
proved to him that I was only the medium 
for the spirits. Another test my father 
tried was to have me do my home work 
with my right hand and place my left 
hand on planchette, while he carried on 
a written conversation with the spirit. Dur- 
ing these years he had many wonderful 
lectures on subjects which would be an 
impossibility to a child’s mind, and of many 
of which I know absolutely nothing even 
today. 

We were not attending spiritist meetings 
all this time, but spiritist people got in 
touch with me so that they might get 
messages too. This they did, and of course 
I was enjoying the popularity and gifts 
from grateful people. These people also 
put tests and were convinced, many be- 
ing reminded of very intimate friendships 
known only to them and the loved one. 
My father, also, was reminded of things 
which happened between my mother and 
himself, which no one else knew, and some 
of which occurred before I was born. 


A Strange Gift of Second-Sight 


Often Father would take care to impress 
me, when he was going out, that he was 
going to a certain place to spend the after- 
noon or evening. Then he would go to 
an entirely different place, and tell me when 
he returned that he had been to the other 
place and had a good time; but I would 
tell him where he actually was, or with 


whom he had had lunch. My brothers 
would write letters, and I could tell them 
to whom they had written. When as 
children we did not want to search for 
something we had lost, I would get the 
planchette and find out where it was. 
When I discovered that I did not need 
the planchette I told my father many things 
that were happening in New York (where 
my father’s brother lived), my home then 
being in Belfast, Ireland. 

I went on with this mediumship until 
I was sixteen. But all through those 
nine years my mother’s prayers seemed to 
be following me, for when I would see a 
street meeting something compelled me to 
stop and listen. So even while I was be- 
ing taught that the blood of Jesus was 
no better than that of any other “religious 
enthusiast,” and that he was not divine, 
the Holy Spirit was drawing me. He is 
faithful, 

As I came to the age of fifteen or six- 
teen I began to believe as the spiritists 
did, that it was not necessary to worry 
about the hereafter; we made our own 
place in the next world. I was just be- 
ginning to be very “smart” about it, when 
a cousin of mine, a dear child of God who 
was anxious for my salvation and was very 
definitely in prayer for me, sent me an 
invitation to attend a mission hall in the 
city. Of course, I felt I was far above 
all that old-fashioned belief, and I would 
not go. But he kept praying and inviting, 
for he believed God. 


A Surprise at a Mission Hall 


I wanted to get all the pleasure I could 
out of life, and had tried most of the world’s 
entertainments and joys, but I had not 
learned to dance, so I thought I would try 
that, too. I made arrangements for a girl 
friend and myself to go to :. private class 
on a Thursday evening, and had the fees 
paid. The evening before, Wednesday, my 
cousin sent another written invitation to 
attend his mission hall on Thursday eve- 
ning, and more with the idea of having 
some fun than anything else I sent a letter 
to my friend asking her to come to the 
mission and let the dance go. I thought 
that, if she would go, I would soon stop 
my cousin’s unwelcome invitations. To my 
great surprise my friend agreed (she was 
not a spiritist). So we dressed in our very 
best, and in-a way most unbecoming to 
the poor people in that mission hall in a 
slum district, and walked right up to the 
front and around to the side seat, where 
every one could see us. 

I did not take much interest in the serv- 
ice, for they kept on speaking about “the 
blood.” After the service my friend shocked 
me by saying she wanted to be saved. She 
was indeed born again that night, and I 
was thoroughly disgusted and sorry we had 
gone. I told her that she and I must part, 
as I was going to enjoy life and so we 


(Continued on page 238) 








236 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


April 4, 1936 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














SCIENTIST on the Miraculous 
A Power of Prayer.—The pastor of 
the Rockefeller Church on Morn- 
ingside, New York, Dr. Fosdick, denies 
the fact of miracle; the leading figure in 
the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re- 
search, the Nobel prize-taker, Dr. Alexis 
Carrel, affirms the fact of miracle. In 
Dr. Carrel’s book, “Man the Unknown,” 
he mentions cancer, tuberculosis, lupus, 
ulcers, and a long list of other diseases 
cured suddenly, in some cases in a few 
minutes, in answer to prayer. This miracle 
(he uses the word) is chiefly character- 
ized by its extreme speed as far as the 
restoration of the organ is concerned, 
There is no doubt, he insists, that this 
speed of cure of the anatomical breach is 
far greater than under normal conditions. 
The only cause related to these cures he 
declares to be prayer. But it is not neces- 
sary that the patient himself pray. It is 
enough that those about him engage in 
prayer. These facts are mentioned, he 
adds, because of their great importance. 
True indeed! If the miraculous is ac- 
cepted at one point it is impossible to deny 
it elsewhere on the general ground of the 
invariability of natural law. The same 
almighty power, Dr. Fosdick, that in an- 
swer to prayer instantly creates new tissue 
in the body to replace that which has been 
destroyed by disease, could easily create 
a human frame in the virgin mother for 
the only begotten Son of the Father. 
The number of such cures is endless. 
Here is one spoken of in the memoir of 
M. Alexandre Morel. “A child was taken 
with a sharp nephritis. Its death was im- 


minent. The analysis revealed each day © 


an enormous amount of albumen. The 
doctor had given up hope. One evening 
the parents sat by the little one’s bed and 
were reading how Jesus had healed, at 
Capernaum, the son of an officer (John 
4: 47-54). They had come to the words, 
‘Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him,’ when suddenly the hanging clock 
began to sound seven. ‘Let us do as the 
officer,’ said Pastor Morel, ‘and believe 
in the power of God.’ The next day when 
the doctor reappeared he was amazed to 
observe that every trace of albumen had 
disappeared in the test.” 

That God heals is without question; 
why he does not always heal is the real 
difficulty. M. Morel’s little daughter 
Therése was taken with diphtheria and 
died. Here was a different disposition of 
the heavenly Father inexplicable to us. 
M. Morel intimated the reason in the 
lovely text which was printed on the an- 
nouncement of the child’s death: “He put 
forth his hand, and took her, and pulled 
her in unto him into the ark” (Gen. 8:9). 


A Great Enterprise.—Mr. Gandhi has 
denounced hospitals as an invention of the 
Devil (gladly using them and English 
nurses, however, when his own body: is 
ailing). When asked to endow a bed in 


the Vellore hospital for women he declared 
that, if he had money, he would prefer 
to endow a cow. So little of help can 
the infinite misery of India expect from 
this much advertised man. Over against 
his pagan soul let us put a true Mahatma. 

Dr, Ida Scudder bears a great name. 
When given an honorary degree by Rut- 
gers College she was greeted as the twen- 
ty-third niember of the distinguished fam- 
ily to receive such recognition from that 
institution. A hundred million women in 
South India look to her alone for relief 
from the agonies of sickness. Her hospital 
in Vellore, South India, was founded by 
Robert Schell, a New York banker, and 
has grown to be a great institution. ‘The 
medical school, attached for the training 
of Indian women, has already 168 graduate 
doctors, some of whom are making remark- 
able records. One, for example, has taken 
the place of two English doctors in a 
Bengal hospital ; another has been appointed 
to take charge of the hospital founded by 
the Queen of a native state. At present 
105 young Indian. women are studying 





The Boy 
Who Wouldn’t Steal 


Some determining factors in the 
conversion of Hindus are men- 
tioned by Mr. Pickett in World 
Dominion. One young Brahman 
was influenced by the conduct of 
his servant, an outcast. He was in 
his father’s field one night, guard- 
ing the grain from wild animals, 
when he became hungry and ordered 
his servant to steal fruit from a 
neighbor's garden. The boy re- 
fused, even under orders, and in 
spite of threats. The Brahman 
then remembered that this boy had 
been brought up in a caste of thieves 
but had been converted to Christ. 
He started himself to attend church 
among the outcasts of the village 
and, when reproached by scandalized 
Brahmans, explained that at last he 
had found reality in religion. 

















medicine here, most of them alumnz of 
mission schvols. 

Dr. Scudder declares that Miss Katherine 
Mayo’s account of the maternity problem 
of India is not exaggeration but the. fright- 
ful truth. The Vellore hospital and its 
graduates are reaching out a helping hand 
to all such suffering women. Also to 
others. It has ambulances which move 
from village to village. In one week these 
traveling doctors treated as many as a 
thousand lepers. Roadsides for a distance 


of twenty-five miles are crowded with pa- 
tients, many of them having walked all 
night and some carried thither from the 
villages. Thus these two ambulances reach 
thousands and thousands who never could 
have come to the hospital. 


The Door of Hope, Shanghai, shelters 
some 300 little wronged girls. Recently 
fifty of them were baptized. “For several 
days we heard their testimonies and could 
but mgrvel at their knowledge of the Word 
and at the clearness with which God had 
himself taught them.” 

The staple food is boiled rice with greens. 
No solicitation of money is made except at 
the throne of God. Latterly funds had 
run low, and a season of prolonged prayer 
was necessary. The question of stricter 
economies came up, but where was it pos- 
sible to cut closer? Should they abandon 
the occasional extra which brought so much 
pleasure to these little ones, a banana or a 
piece of candy or the annual summer out- 
ing to a friend’s garden once a year which 
actually cost ten cents per girl? 

Miss Gladys Dieterle writes that in an- 
swer to these and similar questionings 
three clear words were spoken to her by 
the Spirit of God: 

1. “It shall be shown thee what thou shalt 
do.” (That is, continue as before and 
light will come as needed.) 


2. “Be not as the heathen who say, What 
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? ... 
For your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things.” 


Then came the third. “‘His name shall 
be called . . . The everlasting Father,’ that 
is he who has been a father to these chil- 
dren so far will prove himself such ever- 
lastingly. 

“My heart leaped with joy as I hastened 
to tell the Lord’s three words to my fel- 
low workers. This took place on a Sat- 
urday afternoon. That evening at six a 
parcel came by special messenger. The 
note attached said, ‘We are sending this 
box of candy for the girls as a little treat 
from my wife and myself. There were 
300 pieces of American candy, expensive 
American sweets. 

“An hour later a truck arrived at our 
front door. The Chinese driver carried 
into our house trays and trays of fresh, 
large, American buns, some with raisins, 
some with sugar, some with custard filling. 
While we were praying, God had evidently 
put it into the heart of a Christian Chinese 
brother, manager in an American bakery 
in Shanghai, to bake 300 of the finest, 
largest buns ‘that his business produces. 
He had been visiting the home a few days 
before and had given to the girls a glowing 
testimony of God’s wonder-working in his 
life, closing with, ‘You are all my little 
sisters,’ a very Christlike thing for a fine, 
English-speaking Chinese to say to girls 
with their past. 
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“Sunday afternoon I went to a meeting 
where several Chinese officials and their 
wives meet to hear about Jesus. At the close 
the housekeeper of the residence handed 
me $300. ‘One of the officials wishes you 
to receive this for the Love School chil- 
dren. He is beginning to understand the 
worth of Jesus Christ.’ It seemed that 
he had telephoned on the day before say- 
ing that he wished to make this gift as 
quietly as possible. 

“All this did God work that Saturday 
afternoon. A gift of money which gave a real 
lift to our treasury arrived about a month 
later. It, too, had been dispatched on the 
same Saturday afternoon.” Miss Dieterle 
adds in a postscript: “Since writing this 
the Everlasting Father has done another 
surprising thing for his children here, — 
a picnic with games and prizes and an 
excellent supper is the gift of the Shang- 
hai Rotary Club. ‘When I sent you... 
lacked ye anything? And they said, Noth- 
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ing. 


When the Light Breaks in Darkened 
Minds.—A Congo missionary reports the 
passing of an old prejudice, that of mothers 
being unwilling to nurse the children of 
other people. “Five orphan children having 
been brought to the station, as many Chris- 
tian women offered to nurse them, in spite 
of the age-long tradition which would 
otherwise have left them to starve.” 

The birth of twins is, in many parts of 
West Africa, looked upon with consterna- 
tion which often leads to their murder. 
One then.can imagine the excitement which 
the Canadian quintuplets have awakened 
in these parts. A missionary posted up a 
clipping with their pictures on his church 
wall and blacks came’ from miles to see 
it. They reasoned: If in Canada ‘five such 
infants. are carefully reared without dis- 
aster, why is it needful to kill one of twins 
at birth? So light comes in from unex- 
pected angles. 

Mention is made of a Presbyterian Chi- 
nese who has become a missionary to the 
Mongols. He has taken the name of Li Ta 
Ku Toa, “the clapper to wake the Mongols.” 
He lives by faith, and in dangerous wan- 
derings has faced floods, wild animals, and 
fearsome nights in caves. He teaches the 
Mongols in their own language, and has 
brought a Mongol scholar and family to 
Christ. 

A Chinese Christian, whose work was 
to wheel coal in a barrow, was rarely 
allowed by his heathen employer to have 
a free Sunday for church-going. When 
Christmas came he pleaded with his em- 
ployer. “What good will it do you,” was 
the harsh retort, and the shrewd answer 
came, “Would you not like to see your 
children on your -birthday? Christmas is 
the birthday of Jesus Christ.” He got his 
permission. 

Kelly Unger ‘tells in The Presbyterian 
Survey the lovely story of a Korean mother 
who sold her mud hut for $4, sending the 
money with her only son to Soonchun that 
he might ‘there have a Christian education. 
Then having no ‘home she went out to 
labor. 

Was it worth while? The boy proved 
to be upright, clean-cut, bright, and ready. 
Presently the teachers began reporting his 
abilities in Bible study, in the workshop, 
in English. At Commencement the widow's 
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son was chosen to give the Commencement 
address and also received the most prized 
medals, the one for scholarship and that 
for cleanliness in character and person. 
“The widow could not come. She could 
not afford the expense involved in a trip 
to see her son take the most honored place 
in the school.” One might think her wrong 
in selling the roof over her head, but she 
knew her boy, trusted God, and has already 
tasted the first fruit of her sacrifice. 


A Bantu Saint.—The South African 
Outlook prints a little sketch of a Bantu 
evangelist now passed on. Fifty years ago 
he had his training in the classrooms and 
workshops of Lovedale, the famous Scotch 
mission school, and learned there both 
to preach the Gospel and to cobble shoes. 
This was the capital with which William 
Carey started. His whole life was linked 
with Scotch mission workers, so that he 
thought of himself as a Scot in spite of his 
color. “We Scotch,” he would say at times. 
His support came from a field or two, his 
cobbling, and a little mission subsidy, and 
his evangelism consisted in preaching to 
heathen crowds, visiting and exhorting 
church members, and looking after schools. 
Dawn found him on the road. “Many a 
figure standing by a hut door or sitting 
at the cattle kraal wall, with blanket 





The Would-Be 


Assassin’s New Name 








Henry Payne received a letter 
from a man in Harbin, Manchuria, 
a stranger to him by the name of 
Wang Wen Pin, which was ad- 
dressed: ‘‘ Beloved in the Lord. 
May peace be with you from the 
Lord Jesus.” The writer described 
his former plans to assassinate Mr. 
Payne when he came to his village 
to preach. Now his life has been 
changed. The Lord has given him 
a vision in which he saw Jesus and 
was given a new name. “Instead 
of Literary Elegance my name was 
to be Lai Kao, Relying on the 
Lamb. Now in reliance on the 
divine strength that he gives I have 
gone from place to place telling the 
news. Every day I knelt and with 
tears besought the Lord to save 
all my family. In less than two 
months that prayer was answered.”’ 

Mr. Payne later heard Wang Lai 
Kao preaching the love of Jesus in 
the very tent he had sought to de- 
troy. He is to enter a Bible school 
to equip himself as an evangelist. 











thrown aside to catch the first rays of 
the sun on warming flesh, saw him go 
by. Often the moon looked down on a 
weary traveler urging his horse home. He 
rode in all seasons and weathers. Of his 
frock coat, used at communions and wed- 
dings he could say, ‘I was married in this 
forty-three years ago.’”” When he prayed, 


. through the downpour of words flashed 
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the lightning-like declaration, “I would need 
ten thousand tongues to proclaim Thy 
goodness.” Age and exposure told on him 
and he became frailer. One Sunday, as 
he read the New Testament in a little 
church far from home, he swooned away. 
When he recovered consciousness he got 
up and resumed reading where he had left 
off. 

“Never again,” says his friend Mr, Shep- 
herd, who writes this lovely little sketch 
of the Negro saint, “will he stand in the 
interpreter’s place, adding words of his 
own, as was his wont. Never again will 
he announce at a harvest thanksgiving, T 
give a bag of maize,’ a truly sacrificial 
deed. No more will he prove himself a 
man of peace by a silence that was a turn- 
ing of the other cheek. On a summer’s 
day in his last years he and I went over 
the mountains away to the west. His faith- 
fulness and devotion was even excelled: 
They moved me to say, ‘I hope you will 
get at the last a great reward.’ And the 
unsophisticated heart of simple faith re- 
plied, ‘I am sure I shall.’ No doubt he 
has.” 


Brief Notes.—The fifth annual rneeting 
of the Intervarsity Fellowship was pre- 
sided over by Dr. Duncan Blair, Profes- 
sor of Anatomy in the University of Glas- 
gow. He asked for intenser prayer, and 
urged that the daily lives of Christian 
students should be holiness to the Lord. 
Much emphasis in the meeting was laid 
on the watchword “Evangelize to a finish 
to bring back the King.” Mr. Broomhall 
described an attempt now being made to 
reach every student in the University of 
London. .. . Captain Klopfenstein of the 
Salvation Army reports wonderful con- 
versions in the French penal settlement on 
Devil’s Island, French Guiana, where the 
Army has recently. opened work. These 
criminals are the lowest on earth, yet the 
grace of God is active among them. It is 
here that Captain Dreyfus was incarcer- 
ated. ... An edition of Calvin’s Institutes 
in Japanese has recently been published. 
In the first month 500 copies were sold. 
This may be set alongside the deep revival 
of Calvinism now going on in the Reformed 
Churches of the European Continent. .. . 
The Baptist churches in Rumania num- 
ber nearly 60,000 members, which is six, 
times as many as at the close of the World 
War. ... A great grandson of Sitting 
Bull is in the National Bible Institute, New 
York, preparing for work among the Sioux. 
... There are various provincial hospitals 
for lepers in Japan, but the first Federal 
Government Leper Hospital was opened in 
1930 at Nagashiwa, a lovely island in the 
Inland Sea. It has 1,100 inmates, and of 
the eight doctors nearly all are Christians; 
of the 18 nurses 8 are Christians. Yet 
the percentage of Christians in Japan falls 
below one per cent of the population. ... 
Italian Fascism has forbidden the use of 
Christmas trees as a remnant of paganism, 
and the Osservatore Romano, organ of the 
Vatican, also declares it a heathen custom. 
They are probably right, but did pot ever 
call kettle black more unblushingly? Ro- 
man Catholicism is drenched with pagan 
survivals in garb and calendar and rite and 
custom. Meanwhile it is amusing to learn 
that Soviet Russia has banned the Christ- 
mas tree because it is Christian. 

GoTHENBURG, SWEDEN. 
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The Coming Fundamentals Convention 


In a time of international perplexity, the Fundamentals Association issues its call to 
Christians to gather at Toronto to seek God's solution of our present problems 
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the World’s Christian Fundamentals 

Association will be held in Toronto, 
Canada, May 3-10. Day sessions will be 
in The People’s Church, 100 Bloor East, 
and the evening sessions will be held simul- 
taneously in The People’s Church, the St. 
John’s Evangelical Church in the east end, 
and the High Park Baptist Church in the 
west end. On the two Sunday evenings, 
the meetings will be in Massey Hall, placed 
at the disposal of the Association by the 
city of Toronto. 

The program is not complete as yet, but 
there is reasonable assurance that the fol- 
lowing speakers will be present: Dr. W. 
B. Riley, pastor of The First Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, and Superintendent 
of the Northwestern Bible Training 
School; Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, Editor 
of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times; Dr. W. 
H. Rogers, pastor of The First Baptist 
Church of New York; the Rev. George 
Douglas, formerly of the Faith Mission 
College, Edinburgh, and the South Wales 
Bible Training Institute; Dr. Donald G. 
Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth Presbyte- 
rian Church, Philadelphia; Mrs. Ethel S. 
Low, Sunday school specialist, Modesto, 
Cal.; the Rev. Clifford L. Lewis, director 
of the Young People’s Fellowship Club 
Movement; Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, presi- 
dent of the Providence Bible Institute of 
Providence, Rhode Island; and Dr. Paul 
W. Rood, president of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles. 

The Windsor Arms at St. Thomas and 
Sultan Streets will be the official hotel 
headquarters. They offer a $2.50 room 
for $2, or at a rate of $12 for the week, 
for those attending the Convention. Each 
delegate will make his or her own reser- 
vation by communicating directly with the 
Hotel. 

Toronto is 430 miles from Chicago and 
330 miles from New York, so that people 
in the Middle West and East can make 
it in a day’s journey. Indications are that 
there will be large delegations from these 
areas, and others are expected from more 
distant places. 

“The Evangelization of the World in a 
Decade” will be the Convention theme. 
It is meeting in a time of storm and stress, 
when the world is asking for the way out. 
Man has failed in his attempts to solve 
personal, moral, social, civic, political, 
national, and international problems. The 
delegates meet to find God’s answer. 

Two of the most significant movements 
of our day are the Laymen’s Movement and 
the Child Evangelism Movement. There 
is a real awakening among Christian lay- 
men, and they are hearing and heeding the 
call of God to evangelize. Many are being 
stirred to recognize their responsibility to 
the childhood of the world. Many feel that 
the next great revival will be a laymen’s 
and children’s revival. Christians should 
be sensitive to the promptings and move- 
ments of the Holy Spirit. 


Tite nineteenth annual convention of 


The Toronto Convention will seek to 
give an impetus to this twofold revival 
that has begun, and Lay Evangelism and 
Child Evangelism will be emphasized, The 
world could be evangelized in ten years 
by making use of modern transportation 
and communication, and if God’s people 
could be aroused to recognize the challenge 
of the present hour. Every man, woman, 
and child should have one opportunity to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association invites Christian workers from 
all parts of the world io come to Toronto 
to confer, pray, and plan for the evangel- 
ization of the world in a decade. The pro- 
gram will be built around this central 
theme, and the best speakers available are 
being invited to discuss various phases of 
the subject. At least an hour a day will 
be given over to general discussion. Let 
every evangelical Christian pray for the 
Convention and plan to attend if possible. 

A number of Toronto pastors and leaders 
have joined the Rev. Oswald J. Smith, 
pastor of The People’s Church and chair- 
man of the Toronto committee, in inviting 
the Convention. 


Confessions of a Spiritist Medium 


(Continued from page 235) 


could not be friends. But she pleaded, and 
prayed, and kept faithful to me. 

I went with her “just for fun” the fol- 
lowing Thursday evening. Right in the 
middle of the sermon the preacher stop- 
ped, and sang, “Though He leads me 
through the garden, I'll go with Him all 
the way.” Then he said: “I wonder if 
there are those here who promised a saved 
mother to meet her in Heaven.” I cannot 
explain, even yet, just what made me feel 
so sinful and insignificant, but I do know 
that the Holy Spirit was working in my 
heart; and I counted the cost, bowed my 
head, and asked the Lord to cleanse ail the 
sin and pride out of my heart. I asked 
forgiveness for denying the precious blood, 
and asked the Lord to cleanse my» heart 
with his precious blood. 

Oh, what a change! It was done quietly, 
but thoroughly. I was a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. And I have proved that 
spiritism is demon-possession from the fact 
that, the moment I gave my life to the 
Lord, I was no longer a medium. And 
from that evening, twenty-two years ago, 
I have found the true pleasure and joy 
in serving the Lord Jesus. 

Of course, I had to suffer strong ‘perse- 
cution (and have yet) when I told my peo- 
ple of my decision; life was not easy; but 
I have had the blessed presence of the 
living Christ through every test. I have 
had the joy of seeing my brothers come 
out of belief in spiritism, but not yet my 
father. 

I strongly urge any who may be tempted 
to touch spiritism to keep clear of it. I 
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know now that it could not have been my 
mother’s spirit giving me messages, for she 
was a blood-washed soul, and I know that 
it is impossible for her to be an emissary 
of Satan. I also know that her prayers 
for my salvation were answered, even 
though she was nine years in Heaven be- 
fore the answer came. 

I have spoken to many souls who have 
been entangled in this terrible cult, and 
have been amazed, as I have given my 
testimony in different places, to meet many 
of God’s children who really did not know 
that they were touching the things of Satan. 

I find that the two greatest reasons for 
following this cult are bereavement and 
curiosity. I have had letters from many 
young people, even connected with sound, 
true churches, who are anxious to know 
the truth. Let those of us who know the 
Lord and are out for souls, especially the 
young people, advise and help. It should 
not be a case of “letting sleeping dogs 
lie,” for the Devil is so subtle that that is 
just what he wants God’s people to do. 
Rather let us bring these things into the 
light of God’s Word and warn our breth- 
ren. May the children of God be awakened 
to a sense of their responsibility to those 
outside the fold; I have found souls in 
many “isms” who, when given the Word 
of life lovingly and tactfully, have re- 
sponded. It is not people we want to fight, 
but the Devil. 


Down in the human heart, crushed by the 
tempter, 
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore. 
Touched by a loving hand, wakened by 
kindness, 
Chords that were broken will vibrate 
once more. 


GueEtrH, Ont., CAN. 
“—_ 
A Subscriber at 96 


(Continued from the second page) 


to obey the instructions in the letter and 
discontinue sending the Times. © Instead, 
he made sure that the subscription depart- 
ment continued the subscription without 
charge to this long-time friend, and he 
wrote him the following letter: 


You may well imagine that I was very 
much impressed with your letter of January 
I marvel at the outward evidences of 
your strength at ninety-six, for your hand- 
writing is particularly clear, and your fac- 
ulty of appreciation is one that by its ex- 
pression has brought us much encourage- 
ment here in our work. 

You very kindly say that there need be 
no limit to the age of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times. At first I was a little 
doubtful about that declaration, but there 
is no limit to the age of God’s loving mercy, 
and he will continue THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
Times just as long as he pleases, whoever 
may be his instruments at the tasks that 
the paper requires. Yes, “His mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” 

Let me thank you with all my heart for 
your prayers and good wishes in the name 
of our common Lord. 


It is an interesting fact that Toe Sun- 
pAY ScHoort TIMES has the names of nine- 
ty-two readers who have been taking the 
Times for half a century or longer, This 
is the Times Honor Roll, and the paper is 
going without charge to all whose names 
have thus been recorded. If there are 
other readers whose names are not yet on 
this Honor Roll, the Times will welcome 
information concerning them. 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 19. GOD, THE FORGIVING FATHER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 15; printed text, Lulaga@rtt@4ona! | inrary 
Golden Text.—Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that-eafhini>-Psaq.1108 13 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 15 : 11-24 


Kine James VERSION 

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: | 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me 
the portion of -goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them 
his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous ‘living. ‘ . : 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in 
that land; and ‘he ‘began to be in want. <4 

15 And ‘he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; 
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that 
the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him, . 

17 And when ‘he came to himself, he said, How many hired serv- 
ants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish 
with hunger! ; ‘ 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to -be called thy son: make me as 
one of thy hired servants. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, 
and fell on his neck, and ‘kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in ‘thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
rng and put ¢¢ on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet: 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill i#; and let us eat, 
and be merry: : 

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found. And they began to ‘be merry. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 and 
the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion 
of + thy substance that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
living. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all 
together and took his journey into a far country; and there he 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that country; and he 
began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to one 
of the citizens of that country; and he sent him into his fields -to 
feed swine. 16 And he would fain *have filled his belly with * the 
husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 But 
when he came to himself he said, How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish here with 
hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 19 I 
am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy 
hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But 
while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and was moved with 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and ‘kissed him. 21 And 
the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be called thy son® 22 But 
the father said to his *servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet: 23 and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and 
make merry: 24 for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

1Gr., the. *Many ancient authorities read have been filled. 

*Gr., the pods of the carob tree. *Gr., kissed him much. See 

ch. 7:38, 45. ®Some ancient authorities add make me as 

one of thy hired servants. See v. 19. °Gr., bondservants. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D, 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to ‘the Lesson 


T WAS the miserable murmuring of 
i scribes and Pharisees that drew ‘forth 

the parables of the Lost Sheep and the 
Lost Coin, and the incomparable parable 
of the Prodigal Son. Thus does our Lord, 
as ever, give sweetness for the bitterness 
of men, his grace abounding exceedingly 
where sin abounds. In the fourteenth 
chapter of Luke, the scribes and Pharisees 
listened to the parable of the Great Sup- 
per. They are the invited guests who re- 
fused to come. ‘The feast is filled with 
the publicans and sinners. The fifteenth 
chapter opens with the publicans and sin- 
ners drawing near to hear the Lord, with 
many of them accepting the invitation to 
the feast. The Pharisees and ‘scribes mur- 
mured against the Saviour for the very 
thing which is his glory, receiving sinners 
and saving them. How quickly and vividly 
was the scene of the Great Supper acted 
out in real life! The Pharisees were com- 
plaining that Jesus did not act as their 
God would act. ‘The marvelous parable- 
answer to this murmuring reveals the truth 
that is at the foundation of all other truths: 
the parables answer the question, “What 
kind of being is God?” They reveal the 
Father’s heart. 


The Historical Setting 


The parables in Luke 15 were spoken, 
possibly, -in January of A. D. 30, the year 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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of the Saviour’s death. For the setting 
of the parable see Approach to the Lesson. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 15: 12.—Father, give me the por- 
tion of goods that falleth to me. One- 
third; the elder received two-thirds. He 
divided unto them his living. But still 
holding possession and authority in his 
estate and household (cf. v. 17). Like this 
father, God gives men liberty to follow 
on in their bad choices. 


Verse 13.—Not many days after... 
gathered all together. Tired of the father’s 
house, longing for false liberty. Tock his 
journey into a far country. What vivid 
pictures in every word of this parable! 
Departing from God is always into a “far 
country.” There wasted his substance. 
From the word “wasted” comes the title 
of the parable — prodigal — from the Latin 
word meaning “to squander.” With riot- 
ous living. A picture of all life lived apart 
from the control of God. 


Verse 14—When he had spent all. All 
of worldly wealth has an end, and pleas- 
ures of sin are always “for a season” (Heb. 
11:25). A mighty famine in that land. 
An illustration of the storms that beat 
upon the house (Matt. 7:27). 


Verse 15.—To feed swine. Lowest 
depths to which a Jewish lad could go. 


Verse 16.—The husks that the swine did 
eat, The pods of the carob tree, ordinarily 
food for the domestic animals. No man 
gave unto him. Every stroke adds to the 
perfect picture of sin’s sad consequences. 


Verse 17.—When he came io himself. 
Sin is a form of insanity. How many hired 
servants. In the care taken of them, hired 
servants were less than the slaves who 
belonged to the household. Have bread 
enough and to spare. Picturing the abun- 
dance of the heavenly Father’s house. /. 
perish with hunger! Was it only his stom- 
ach, or also his heart, that was drawing 
him back to his father? 


Verse 18.—Father, I have sinned against 
heaven. A recognition that his sin was 
against God. The Jews used “heaven” to 
avoid being too familiar with the holy Name. 
And before thee. These words indicate 
repentance, though how deep the story does 
not indicate. 


Verse 20.—When he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him. The father had 
not sought the son, because he must taste* 
the fruit of his own choosing, and. have 
a willingness to return. The spiritual truth 
is that the heavenly Father eagerly re- 


* sponds to the first motion toward genuine 


repentance. Had compassion. The tender 
pity of an earthly father is but a faint 
shadow of that unspeakable compassion in 
the heart of God that sent Christ for us 
(cf. Matt. 9: 36; 14:14; 15:32; 20: 34). 

Verse 21.—No more worthy to be called 
thy son, At this point, the father evi- 
dently interrupted him; and he did not add, 
“make me as one of thy hired servants.” 
Perhaps, in view of the father’s reception, 
he could not say these words. 


Verse 22.—Bring forth the best robe. 
This may well remind us of the robe of 
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Christ’s righteousness; but the robe, to- 
gether with the ring and shoes, indicates 
that not necessities only, but the royal rai- 
ment of a prince is given by the Father. 


Verse 23.—Bring hither the fatted calf. 
It has been suggested that this represents 
a sacrifice for sin, as well as a feast. But 
the thought here evidently concerns the 
feast: let us eat, and be merry. 


Verse 24.—This my son was dead, and 
is alive again, Returning to the Father’s 
House means life from the dead (Eph. 2: 
1). He was lost, and is found. The em- 
phasis in all three parables is on the lost 
and found. Christ came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


This is not a parable of the prodigal’s 
heart, nor a parable of the elder brother’s 
heart; it is a parable of the Father’s heart. 
No story has ever been told or written 
that has so gripped the heart of humanity 
as this story of the Prodigal Son; It is 
an unforgettable story of sin and its con- 
sequences. Yet this is not the central mes- 
sage. It is one of the greatest pictures 
of repentance. Yet repentance is neither 
the center nor the climax of the story. 
The climax of the earthly story is the 
reception the repentant son received from 
the father. The message is the tender, 
infinite, compassionate, and forgiving love 
of the Father for the sinner who has 
squandered all the gifts of his love, and 
who deserves only punishment. This par- 
able is the greatest New Testament com- 
mentary on our Old Testament Golden 
Text: “Like as a father pitieth his chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him.” 

That same love has been showered upon 
the scribes and Pharisees. The elder 
brother, while claiming he never trans- 
gressed a commandment, was grieving the 
father’s heart by disobeying the command 
to rejoice that his brother was found. So 
the Pharisees were grieving the Father’s 
heart by murmuring against the publicans 
and sinners coming to Christ. 

Have we learned the parable? Only if 
we have come as returning prodigals and 
felt the warm touch of his loving forgive- 
ness and the wonder of his princely gifts. 
Then let us remember that the Father has 
not exhausted his resources in that wel- 
coming feast, but invites us to go on using 
the unsearchable riches of Christ day by 
day. For, God’s love toward his own its 
expressed by giving them all that he has 
(cf. John 3:35; 16:15; Rom. 8: 32). 
Lesson Outlines 

Every CuristIAn’s Story 

1. Sin and its consequences. 

2. Repentance and confession. 

3. The Father’s full forgiveness. 

4. Fullness of joy and pleasures for- 
evermore in the Father’s house. 

THE PERSONS OF THE PARABLE 

1. The Prodigal Sinner. _ 
2. The Self-Righteous Sinner. 
3. The Forgiving Father. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Parable of the Lost Sheep. The central 
message is the compassionate lave of God 
toward a single straying sinner. The ninety- 
nine who need no repentance are the Jews 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. (16) April 19.—God, the Forgiving 
Father 


es Skbeaeee dines encwaghebscamna Luke 15 
4. 417) April 26.—Jesus Looks at Wealth 
O86 POUCHES. «2 cvccdccstoveccursvestes Luke 16 
5. (18) May 3.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Humility, and Gratitude .......... Luke 17 
6. (19) Ma; 10.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 
7. (20) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 


&. (21) May 24.—Building for the Future 
(Temperance Lesson). Luke 20:1 to 21 : 38 
9. (22) May 31.—The Last Supper. Luke 22 : 1-38 
10. (23) June 7.—Jesus in Gethsemane. 
Luke 22 + 39-71 
11. (24) June 14.—Jesus Crucified ........ Luke 23 








who lived in outward conformity to the 
law, in contrast to the publicans and sin- 
ners. Christ came not to call the right- 
eous (those who judged themselves so), 
but sinners (Matt. 9: 10-13). This same 
parable, told in Matthew 18: 10-14 with a 
different setting and a different application, 
reveals the love of the Father’s heart for 
one little child; it is not his will that one 
such should perish. Thus the truth applies 
to two kinds of sinners, the children, who 
need to be born again, and those who have 
gone into outward sin. 


Mistaken Interpretations of the Prodigal 
Son. Modernists present this parable as 
the Gospel, and teach that there is no need 
of atonement or sacrifice to make satis- 
faction and no need of the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit. One needs but 
to repent, and return to a God who is 
ready to pardon. But it is no purpose of 
the parable to teach concerning atonement, 
or the Holy Spirit, or God’s part in seek- 
ing after men, or regeneration, any more 
than it is intended to give teaching on the 
incarnation, the deity of Christ, the resur- 
rection, though all these are essential to 
God’s plan of redemption. Loyal friends 
of the Gospel also use wrong principles 
in dealing with this parable. Some teach 
that the son in the parable represents a 
Christian gone astray, and that the parable 
has nothing directly to do with lost sinners 
repenting and returning to God. The truth 
may, indeed, be applied to back-sliding 
Christians; but the parable is specifically 
dealing with lost sinners, like the publicans 
and sinners, as the setting clearly shows. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we taken the place of the returning 
prodigal? If we are Christians, yet have 
never known the thrill that came to the 
prodigal from the father’s reception, let 
us enjoy it now. How? Let us pray for 
a new sense of our own sinfulness and our 
ill-desert, and for a new revelation of the 
Father’s forgiving heart of love. 


Are we making the mistake of the elder 
brother? If we are in the Father’s house, 
all that he has is ours. By faith let us 
enjoy it (Eph. 2:3). 

Do we have Chrisi’s view of lost sinners? 
If so, we shall have great joy at their con- 
version, and will make our life service 
center in the bringing home of lost souls. 


Do we have a heart of forgiveness toward 
others? We have been forgiven our great 
mountain of sin, and should forgive others 
their comparatively light sins against us, 
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What are we doing to reach the publicans 
and sinners? Would any self-righteous 
people murmur against us because we re- 
ceive such needy ones, and eat with them? 


Beware of self-righteousness. We may 
be free from certain outward sins, and yet 
our hearts may be as hard as that elder 
brother’s. Every man naturally has the 
heart of a Pharisee. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The liberty of the far country is bond- 
slavery ; the bondage of the Father’s house 
is glorious liberty. 


The reason the elder brother did not have 
a kid that he might make merry with his 
friends, is because he did not ask for it: 
“Ye have not, because ye ask not.” 


To have our own way is to exchange 
the lordship of Christ for that of Satan. 


Contrast the love of the prodigal’s friends 
in the far country, after his money was 
gone, with the love of his own father, 
after everything was gone. 


We wonder if the elder brother’s heart 
was changed; were the hearts of the Phari- 
sees changed? 


The “mourners’ bench” is the first step 
toward God’s banqueting house. 


“In thy presence is fulness of joy; at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more,” 


The wages of sin here is but a faint 
foreshadowing of the wages in eternity. 


We need to be cleansed from the defile- 
ment of both flesh and spirit (2 Cor. 7:1). 


Let me “arise and go” —“just as I am.” 
Cotumsta, S. C. 
4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT striking parallel or connection is 
there between this lesson and the les- 
son in Luke 14? 


2. What is the setting or occasion of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son? 


_ 3. What two kinds of sinners are presented 

in the setting to these parables? Are both 

res of sinners represented in the three para- 
es 


4. Why is the younger son in the parable 
called ‘a “prodigal” ? 

5. What was the father’s answer to the 
son’s confession 


6. What does the story of the lesson teach 
us as to the connection between sin and 
humiliation ? 


7. Quote a passage of Scripture very beau- 
tifully showing that the Lord Jesus has already 
borne humiliation for us. 


8. Can you mention four differences be- 
tween the story of the Prodigal Son, and the 
stories of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin? 

9. What two of God’s forgiveness 
— avenetes by the message of the Prodigal 

on 

10. Does the experience of the Prodigal 
Son suggest that men can be forgiven with- 
out Christ’s atonement? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 243 of this issue. 
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Lesson for April 19 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Striking Outline.—The younger ... 
said ..., Father, give me (Luke 15: 12). 
Mr. Louis Severance of Cleveland was one 
of the most distinguished of Christian 
laymen. He was a large giver to all things 
that advanced the Master’s Kingdom. He 
used his money to set up missionary hos- 
pitals all over the world. One in Egypt 
saved the life of his beloved brother. 

The brother who was touring Europe 
met with an accident. The skilled sur- 
geon in Mr. Louis Severance’s mission- 
ary hospital being within reach, he was 
able to save the injured man. A striking 
case of bread cast upon the waters (Eccles. 
It: I). 

Mr. Severance, who was a fascinating 
and incisive speaker, had a remarkable talk 
on “The Prodigal Son.” Dr. Covert of 
Philadelphia, who was one of Mr. Sever- 
ance’s old friends, gave me his outline. 
Here it is for you. 


1. His Badness 
(a) His caviling 
(b) His traveling 
(c) His reveling 
2. His Sadness 
(a) He went to the dogs 
(b) He ate with the hogs 
(c) He lost his good togs 
3. His Gladness 
(a) He got the seal (a ring) 
(b) He ate the veal 
(c) He danced the reel 


“I’ve seen this before,” you may ex- 
claim. Quite likely, for I gave it out to 
the public in 1933. And it is a good out- 
line for a talk to boys, especially if put 
on a blackboard. 

I will use it with the Iron Rose Class 
when I teach this lesson. May have it 
mimeographed. 

Two weeks ago attention was called to 
the fact that in many of our Lord’s per- 
fect stories, he himself was the center upon 
which the story made its turn. Theff he 
was Mr. Certain Mann. Today he is “The 
Father” who ran. 


High and Low.—When he had spent all 
(v. 14). 
BEFORE 
Oh, this World is bright and smiling 
When the pocket’s fuil o’ dough 
Many “friends” come round you piling 
Sky High—it seems as though. 
AFTER 
When this World makes ugly faces, 
Sponging friends get up and go; 
Then the Spender finds his place is 
Low Down — it seems as though. 


Oh, well, you can blame it on me! It’ 


just slipped off my pencil one day as I 
waited for my lunch in the restaurant. I 
concluded it was not much worse than 
some other current stuff, and let it ride 
right up to the Editor’s desk. 

A sad sight to me is to see the forgotten 
folks. Aforetime they had been prosper- 
ous and in the fine home and riding the 
topmost social wave. The years following 
1929 sent hundreds of these disappearing 
out of the “Society Columns” of the metro- 
politan dailies and the swell monthlies. 

I heard one beautiful wife say to her 
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“busted” husband, “I’m made for good 
clothes and good times, and you are all 
washed up. I-want.a divorce.” ‘The other 
day a man and wife of this same perverted 
social order, finding all they possessed 
swept away, and never having had any ties 
other tnan the so-called “society” ones, ties 
which they well knew now were sure to 
snap, went out to their garage, filled up 
with liquor, turned on the engine of the 
automobile, and went to sleep together un- 
der the deadly monoxide gas. 

There are uncountable blessings in be- 
ing genuine “church people,” and one of 
the best ones is the fact that when you 
have the Christ life in you, you are in- 
capacitated for a Social Climber, no mat- 
ter how much money or position you have. 
Consequently, if you meet with financial 
reverses and can no longer hand it out by 
the hundreds you are just as big a man or 
woman among the Sunday school workers, 
the woman’s missionary society, and your 
fellow elders, deacons, trustees, or vestry- 
men, 

As you have always worn the old fedora 
or derby, and never climbed the greased 
social pole, you have no room to make a 
fall in and no fair weather friends to for- 
get you. Here is what the Christian holds 
— Hebrews 13:3; Proverbs 17:7;- Mat- 
thew 23: 10-12. 


The Dead Ones.—My son was dead, 
and is alive again (v. 24). One day one 
of my old time friends was mentioning 
some ancient Midway history in connection 
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with a chap named “Bill Ridgway.” “Oh, 
him!” I replied. “He is dead and: gone 
forever.” 


It was a good thing all around that this 
fellow was dead and gone, and. in his stead 
“a son” that was “alive.” There are fewer 
tragedies more moving than to see a father 
and mother sitting by the home fires with 
breaking hearts over a boy or girl “dead” 
in the “Far Country.” Have you noticed 
that after a great moral catastrophe you 
read the account of the passing of father 
or mother, or both? 

When Youth ties up with the “cocktail 
bunch” and starts on the wild oats sowing, 
it should be remembered that Father and 
Mother often have to bear the heat of the 
“harvest sun” and then go down under 
the “stroke.” Every community has its 
exhibit. As the news man cries over the 
radio, “For particulars see your daily 
papers.” 

As I write, the government has been 
taking extraordinary measures to limit cer- 
tain crops, such as cotton, peanuts, wheat, 
and potatoes. This in order to make the 
country prosperous. Of course, these laws 
have been found unconstitutional and have 
been repealed, 

But here is the ironic thing. It is gen- 
erally admitted that the Old Book speaks 
the truth when it says, “Righteousness lift- 
eth up a nation” (Prov. 14:34). Yet here 
is the same government that would say, 
“Go slow on bread and potato production,” 
but “Increase the wild oats crop to the 













THE CONFESSION 
AND ITS ANSWER 














¢ 

f we confess our 

ins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” 
8 John 1:9. 





Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for $9. A number are also availabie in tract form. Orders 
should be sent to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 113 E. Raymond Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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limit.’ “I need the money,” cried your 
Uncle Sam. 

When you ask the tap rooms and hotels 
with their loudly advertised “cocktail 
hours” why they. are in the business the 
same answer is made, “We need the 
money.” 

And so it is, the manufacture of Prodi- 
gal Sons and Prodigal Daughters goes in 
every village or spot where a “tap room” 
can be placed. The village of Rock Run 
for the first time in its history has one tap 
room running and another with a dance 
hall attachment trying to get in. Uncle 
Sam raising “Dead Ones,” 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure ‘to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 

Imprisoned?—The younger son’. . . took 
his journey into a far country (Luke 15: 
13). A ship sailing from the Orient brought 
a large number of ‘caged birds. At about 
mid-ocean one restless bird escaped from 
his cage, and in an ecstasy of delight swept 
through the air, away and away from his 
prison. But after many hours he appeared 
again, struggling toward the ship with 
heavy wings, and panting and :breathless, 
settled upon the deck. He had sought 
from over the ‘boundless deep the ship 
again, now no longer a prison, ‘but his 
dear home. ‘So with the restless human 
heart that breaks away from -the restraints 
of Christianity. If not lost on the remorse- 
less deep he comes back again with panting 
heart to church, home, and God. The 
church is not a prison. It gives the most 
perfect freedom in all that is good and all 
that is safe—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. ‘ 


The Dog’s Love.—I will arise and go 
to my father (v. 18). In 1922 Walter F. 
Wederbrook of Piqua, Ohio, sold his aire- 
dale dog in Los Angeles, and returned to 
Ohio. Two years later the devoted animal, 
torn and bleeding and half starved, arrived 
at ‘his master’s home, having made his. way. 
alone across mountain ranges and count- 
less streams, and nearly across a conti- 
nent. O prodigal, you have not been sold 
in a far country, but have wandered there 
of your own accord; and your Father is 
waiting to welcome you home. You do 
not have to toil through countless dangers 
and over vast mountain ranges of obstacles 
to get to him; you can turn to him here 
and now. Do you think less of your 
heavenly Father than that dog thought of 
his master ?—From “Windows and Wings,” 
by Gordon Hurlbutt, D:D. Sent by C. W. 
English, Alhambra, Cal. 
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Two Fathers Who Forgave.—And he 
arose, and came to his father (v. 20). 


Come home! Come home! 
You are weary at heart, 
For the way has been dark 
And so lonely and wild; 

O prodigal child! 

Come home! Oh, come home! 


Mr. Sankey tells many stories of how this 
hymn moved hardened hearts. He says, 
“At one of the towns visited in the north 
of England, a young man arose in the 
meeting while I was singing this song, 
rushed down the aisles of the church, and, 
throwing his arms around the neck of his 
father, from whom he had long been es- 
tranged, said: ‘O my father, will you for- 
give me?’ ‘the father was not a professing 
Christian, but replied, “Yes, my boy, I freely 
forgive you. Now let us go and ask God 
to forgive us both. They went arm in 
arm into the vestry of the church, followed 
by a score or more who had been touched 
by the reconciliation of the father and son.” 
—From “Evangelistic Sermons in Outline,” 
by C. Perren, Ph.D. Sent by Mrs. Maude 
Mitchell, Zanesville, Ohio. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The Homing Instinct.—And he arose, 
and came to his father (v. 20). “Taken 
from its hive, the bee knows its way home 
and makes a ‘bee line’ back. An eel travels 
down the Rhine to the sea and keeps right 
on till she reaches the Azores, lays her 
eggs, and dies. -Her progeny return to the 
Rhine and the process is repeated. Terns 
were carried in a hooded cage from their 
nesting grounds off the coast of Florida 
to Galveston, released, and in less than 
a week returned. ... Salmon : . ; leave the 
sea, enter fresh waters, and ascend far 
inland, deposit their eggs and die. ... 
Young salmon return to the briny deep, 
grow up, and then find their way up the 
very same river to pay their debt to their 
kind and to nature... . In the spiritual 
nature of man there is that homing in- 
stinct. Something within says, ‘Not here, 
not here, but back to God.’ Have you re- 
turned?”—From the Evangelical Beacon, 
Sent by Victor O. Erickson, Kulm, N. Dak. 


In a Parent’s Heart.—His father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him (v. 20). A 
very pretty story is told by Mr. Stuart 
Robertson in his delightful book of “Talks 
to Children.” A little girl was sitting on 
her mother’s knee. She was very fond 
of her mother. She called her, her “very 
own mother,” ‘and like one who was re- 
joicing over very precious treasures she 
was touching, one after the other, the fea- 
tures of her mother’s face with her little 
fingers —her mother’s lips, her eyes, her 
cheeks, her hair. After a while she said, 
“Mummy, can I see your heart?” The 
mother said, “I don’t know about that, 
but you can look into my eyes, and see if 
you can see anything.” The child climbed up 
and peered in; and then she cried out glee- 
fully, “I can see your heart, Mummy, and 
there is a wee girl away in there, and it’s 
me!”"—Sent by Mrs. M. B, Taylor, To- 
ronto, Can, 


More than Forgiveness.—Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him (Golden Text). 
My father was fatally ill, and as I watched 
the precious life ebbing away, I was cver- 
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come with remorse at the thought that I 
must often have grieved that loving heart 
with my careless ingratitude and thought- 
less disobedience. Penitently I begged his 
forgiveness for my wrongdoings in the past. 
With a look of ineffable love in his pain- 
dimmed eyes, he said, “I can’t remember 
that you ever did anything wrong.” I had 
expected instant forgiveness, but was not 
prepared for the full measure of pardon 
which I received. He could not remember 
my wrongs because of his great love for 
me. How like the heavenly Father’s love 
for us all! “For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb. 
8:12).—From a personal experience. Sent 
by Olive Miller, Beaverton, Mich. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have a little cut-out of a calf, for each 
child to print the Memory Verse on. 











CERTAIN man had two sons. The 

youngest son is the one that made the 
trouble. He was discontented, unhappy, 
and he said to his father, “I wish you'd 
give me my share of the property.” I 
heard of a boy like this one a few days 
ago. Do you know what he did? He told 
his father something like this: “I want 
my share of the property now. You might 
live twenty years yet, and I want my 
money now.” 

Christ tells us the man, the certain man, 
divided his goods, and gave this young 
son his share; and then this young fellow 
got his stuff all together, and went to town. 
He always had hated the farm, so he went 
to the big city. If he lived now, he’d have 
to buy a sport roadster, and he would have 
a gay time, drinking and smoking, and 
driving around, breaking all the traffic 
laws, with a bunch of gay girls and boys 
in his car. 

And that is exactly the kind of time 
he had, so the Bible tells us. And the 
same thing happened then that happens 
now so often: after a while all his money 
was gone— we might say he was “broke.” 
And all his friends left him, and he was 
hungry. He was so hungry. Were you 
ever hungry? Oh, no, I mean really hun- 
gry. Did you ever go without anything 
to eat for three whole days? And just 
when he was so hungry and had no money, 
a famine struck the country. There was 
very little food, and it cost so much, and, 
anyhow, he had no money. So he got a 
job, herding hogs, and he was so hungry 
that he ate some of the hog feed. And 
nobody gave him a mouthful to eat. 

He had lots of time to think now, and 
he was’ homesick. He said to himself, 
“There’s no famine in my father’s house. 
There is plenty of food there for every- 
body; even all the hired men have three 
good meals a day; and here I am, starving 
to death. I'll go back. I'll start right 
now, and hike home, and I’ll tell Father I 
haven’t treated him right, and I’m not fit 
to be treated as a son, but I’d like to be 
one of the hired men.” And he started 
home. And I think he went faster and 
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faster as he got nearer home, and he wan- 
dered just how his father would treat him. 

And then he saw somebody running down 
the road to meet him,—and it was his 
father! And he took that poor, thin, 
dirty, ragged boy in his arms and kissed 
him. And then the son started to tell him 
what he had thought, but he never got that 
story told, for his father began ordering 


.the servants around, one to get a new 


suit of clothes for him, and another to get 
a pair of shoes, and a ring, and then he 
sent somebody to kill the fatted calf. Do 
you know what the fatted calf was? Every 
household of wealth kept a calf shut up 
and fattened, ready to be killed for guests 
that might come at any time. Maybe some 
of you have lived on a farm, where Mother 
said, when company came unexpectedly, 
“Run out and kill that big rooster that’s 
shut up, and we'll have him for dinner.” 
Then you understand about this fatted calf. 
And the company calf was being killed for 
this son who had come home. 

Did this boy deserve to be treated so 
well? No. But his father loved him so 
much, and he was so glad to have him 
back, and he forgave him all his wrong- 
doing. Isn’t that the way God forgives 
us? Do we deserve anything good from 
him? No, we don’t. We are just like this 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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naughty son—we have gone every one 
of us, our own way; but God so loved us 
that he gave Jesus Christ to die for us, 
and all our sins were laid on him, and we 
are free. If.we do something wrong, we 
can ask God to forgive us, and he does 
it just as freely as this father in the lesson. 
But we must be God’s children, to ask his 
forgiveness. John 1:12 tells us how to 
become God’s children. 

We're going to print our Memory Verse 
on our fatted calf, and we'll always remem- 
ber this story when we see it. 


Monesto, CAL. 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The World’s Best Short Story. 


Discussion: What would have been the 
probable story #f the young man had re- 
mained at the hog trough, deciding he 
would rather do this than to be humiliated 
by returning home and confessing his sin? 


Objective: Repent and confess. 


AY, fellows, you would expect to find 

the world’s best short story in the 
Bible, which is the world’s best story book ; 
and of all the interesting stories in the 
Bible you would expect the best to be told 
by the Master Story Teller of all time, 
who is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now of all the stories he told, I want 
to nominate this one, the so-called “Prodi- 
gal Son,” as the best. Let’s look at its 
characteristics from the standard of a good 
short story. 

First, of course, it is brief —a few words 
more than 300; it would occupy about seven 
inches of a newspaper column. 

Next, it has a high objective. All the 
stories Jesus told were with the aim to lift 
the hearer to a higher level. They were 
never told merely for entertainment. Some 
stories you hear are entertaining, but that’s 
all; except that some leave a little stain. 
This story had the high purpose of show- 
ing God’s love for the lost sinner. 

Next, this story moves with definite- 
ness straight to the end, and states so 
clearly the main points that it is not dif- 
ficult to imagine the unstated parts of it 
—and that’s not the least mark of a good 
story, for most readers want some play 
for their imagination. One could write 
a whole volume on what happened to that 
boy, from the beginning of his restlessness 
and weariness of home life and his desire 
to get out and see the world; through the 
events of his contact with that big out- 
side world, his sufferings in poverty, his 
remorse, his repentance and his resolve and 
restoration, 

It is a thrilling story and carries home 
two big truths. The young man shows us 
what to do when we make a mistake; 
that is, not to continue in it, but to right- 
about-face and get back on the right track. 
The way is through repentance and con- 
fession. “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son.” That cleared 
the way. His father kissed him, forgave 
him, restored him. And in that father’s 
part, our Lord showed us the heavenly 
Father. I’m glad he did that, for it helps 
us to know God better. We are apt to 
see the stern, harsh side of God the Father’s 


— 
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justice, and fail to recognize his tender- 
ness, his love, and his mercy.- The Lord 
Jesus wanted us to see the Father as he 
is, and he told this story largely for that 
purpose, 

We must remember what was the occa- 
sion of his telling it. The scribes and 
Pharisees criticized him for being friendly 
with sinners and publicans, actually eating 
with them —a thing no self-righteous Jew 
would do. Jesus told them that was why 
he came to earth: to seek and to save 
the lost; that God (the Father) so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. ~ 

And what does it mean to you and to 
me, fellows? Just this: if we are sinners 
(and who is not?) there is just one plain, 
sure, right, joyous path to follow. It is 
repentance and confession. “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 19) 


1. The parable of the Great Supper rep- 
resented the scribes and Pharisees’ refusing 
the invitation, whereupon the servant goes to 
the streets and lanes to bring in the publicans 
and sinners, and into the highways and hedges 
to bring in the Gentiles. This the Lord him- 
self is doing in chapter 15; the sinners are 
coming to him, while the scribes and Phari- 
sees murmur, 


2. The drawing near of. the publicans and 
sinners to hear Christ, and the Pharisees and 
scribes murmuring, draw forth the three 
parables. The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 
form part of the setting for the Prodigal Son. 


3. The publicans and sinners had sinned 
in outward ways, and had largely given up 
religious worship; the Pharisees were self- 
righteous and sinners in spirit. They are rep- 
resented by the ninety-nine sheep, the nine 
coins, and the elder brother. 


4. “Prodigal” does not refer directly to 
sins of immorality, but to his wasting of his 
substance, his lavish spending. He wasted his 
life in riotous living, and so “prodigal” im- 
plies the sinfulness. 


5. Rejoicing over his return, not reproaches, 
not chastisement (Luke 15: 22-24). “Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him” (Psa. 103: 13). 


6. It teaches us that humiliation is as bound 
to follow sin as night follows day. One need 
not think he avoids humiliation by not con- 
fessing sin; by that failure he only shifts 
to a far greater humiliation —the humilia- 
tion of God’s sure condemnation. 


7. “And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
ies even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2: 


8. The shepherd seeks for the sheep and 
the woman seeks for the coin; the father does 
not go after his son. The sheep and the 
coin have no responsibility in being found. 
The prodigal has. The father’s heart is re- 
vealed toward the elder brother as well as 
the prodigal, representing the Father’s heart 
toward the Pharisees. No application is di- 
Pe given after the story of the Prodigal 

on. 


9. God has a forgiving heart toward sin- 
ners. before they repent; but he cannot for- 
give them until they repent. 


10..The parable does not enter into the 
question of .how God can forgive sin. It is 
an earthly story of a father’s forgiveness, to 
bring home the central message of the 
heavenly Father’s attitude toward a repentant 
sinner. The Father proves his love by supply- 
ing the necessary atonement. In the human 
story the earthly father could provide no atone- 
ment, so there is no parallel here. 
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PROMISE 


To Read and Keep Circulating 


Dr. R. A. Torrey’s “ How To Pray,” a notable 128- 
page book, and receive copy for this purpose, free. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
843T North Wells Street CHICAGO, ILL. 

Send for our 


MOTHERS’ DAY ose CaoRen 


MUSIC CATALOG, containing” descriptions of 
Mothers’ Day and other s cial day and general use 
music and recitations. GEO. P. ROSCHE & CO., 
337 Madison Street, Dept. 52, Chicago, Ill. 
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QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Bex 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


NOTICE —The “Bible itor 
and Epon an Ady. Quar- 
in monthly parts but 
cate gies be A cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 
Sample lesson on application. 
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Tilustrated Catalog — 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CQ, 
Room 353 — {701-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Pa 





} J Western Canada. 

Our Mission, Est. 25 
yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 


Our Free Catalog Saves 


Money For Foreign Missionaries 


FORBIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere 
have confidence in our Missionary 
Bureau as the most economical source 
for personal supplies and mission equip- 
ment of high quality. 
SBCRETARIES and Purchasing Agents of 
Foreign Missions find that our free cata- 
log, with its 45,000 separate items, and our 
special discount list enables them to save 
money for their stations, 
MISSION Boards can economize by select- 
ing hardware, paints and other building 
materials from our catalog, for shipment 
abroad. 
If you wish a Montgomery Ward Catalog, for 
export use only, write TODAY for a free copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
Export Missionary Unit CHICAGO, U.S. A. 























In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publishers, as 
well as the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday 
School Times. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, thy 
forgiveness has meant infinitely more to us 
than we can ever tell thee. In the light of thy 
love and mercy our sins seem so very dark. 
We thank thee that thou dost not call upon us 
to carry along with us the memory of them, 
but that thou dost put them away from us as 
far as the east is from the west. We have 
nothing of our own to offer thee, excepting 
that which the Lord Jesus has enabled us io 
make ours through his indwelling. It is all of 
love and mercy from the Father’s patient heart, 
and the willing sacrifice of the Son in our 
behalf. If any of us here have wandered far 
from thee, may thy constraining love lead us 
back to the fellowship of the Father’s house, 
and may we realize that not our merit, but our 
need, opens the way to a return from the far 
country. In the name of the Lord Jesus we 
pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—I would like to ask 
just a few searching questions today, but 
you need not raise your hands in answer. 
Let us just sit quietly here together, and 
let the Holy Spirit speak to us far, far 
beyond any words that can be said from 
this platform. Do you need forgiveness? 


a 
HE ORGETS 
“AS FAR AS THE EAST 18 FROM THE WEST” 














Do you ever, with unspeakable regret, wish 
you had not sinned? Do you sometimes 
feel as though you did not know which 
way to turn to get away from yourself? 
Many among us have learned the glad les- 
son of belief in the Lord Jesus, and sur- 
render to him. But are there not some 
here who are still vainly struggling in the 
effort to overcome sin in their lives, and 
who have not yet decided to lay down 
the burden, and turn homeward to the 
heavenly Father, who is so eager to meet 
them? Our God is a very forgiving God, 
and it is well for us that he is. Let us 
bow before him today in prayer, asking 
him to receive us because of our great need, 
and because of what his only begotten Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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This is the third in a series of articles 

describing units of study in the Pre- 

liminary Course of the Evangelical 

Teacher Training Association. The 

Secretary is Clarence H. Benson, the 

Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 


Sunday School Aministration 


Unit 6.— Preliminary Course 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 


By Mrs. E. P. Barrett 


NYONE who has ever worked in a 

Sunday school realizes the value of 
an organization whose members are all 
trained in the same ideals for a standard 
Sunday school. It is one thing to study 
correct methods of administration, and an- 
other thing to put these methods into actual 
operation so that the school will run 
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smoothly and efficiently and accomplish the 
greatest results possible. The co-operation 
of all concerned is an absolute necessity 
if the school is to reach the desired stand- 
ard of excellence. 

Some standards are too complicated for 
practical use; others require so much time 
in working out records and percentages 
that they overbalance the main purpose of 
teaching the Bible; and some are not high 
enough to increase the efficiency of the 
school to any appreciable degree, or do 
not recognize the points which should be 
emphasized. 

However, Unit 6 of the Preliminary 
Course, which is called Sunday School Ad- 
ministration, outlines a simple and practical 
standard for any Sunday school, large or 
small, and one that is easy to operate and 
at the same time productive of satisfying 
results, The six-point method of grading 
pupils on attendance, punctuality, carrying 
Bible, making offering, attending church, 
studying lesson, will do wonders in any 
Sunday school where it has never been 
used, especially in securing attendance at 
church at least once on Sunday, a need 
which seems to require special emphasis 
at this time. 

Many other plans are suggested for or- 
ganizing and building up a good Sunday 
school, which will appeal not only to chil- 
dren but to adolescents, too many of whom 
drop out of Sunday school because enough 
effort is not made to hold them through 
this changing period of life when there 
are so many other demands upon their time 
and attention. 

In some parts of the country one meets 
a constant demand for more and more’ 
teachers for the Sunday school, and there 
is a realization of the great need for 
trained teachers. In Alabama, under the 
Southern Baptists, young people and young 
married people are consistently trained and 
put into the teaching ministry, but there 
is always a call for more teachers. Why? 
Because the Sunday school makes a con- 
tinuous effort to reach its constituency. 
Babies are immediately put on the Cradle 
Roll, new families are immediately visited 
and invited to church and Sunday school, 
absentees are systematically followed up, 
and it would seem that this: constant activ- 
ity has been the means of holding whole 
families in the Sunday school who, other- 
wise, would have drifted away. 

However, in other parts of the country, 
one may have a hard time finding an op- 
portunity to teach in Sunday school, and 
the apparent reason is that practically no 
effort is made to canvass the neighborhood 
and bring the children into the Sunday 
school of their choice. There must be 
thousands of such children in every large 
city, receiving no Christian education what- 
ever in home, school, or Sunday school, 
because it is estimated that there are 36,- 
000,000 children and adolescents in the 
United States who do not attend any Sun- 
day school, only one in every three receiv- 
ing any Christian education in this way. 

If every Sunday school in the land 
adopted a teacher training program, there 
would still be plenty of children to form ~ 
the classes, and it is well to remember that 
the Sunday school movement, was started 
by laymen interested in the education of 
so-called “ragamuffins.” Certainly nothing 
else but a renewed concern for such chil- 
dren, and for other children no richer in 
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spiritual things, will stem the flood of anti- 
Christian teaching which our children are 
receiving today. 


(To be continued) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 26. How to Conquer Our Fears. 1 John 
4: 18-21; Isa. 41 : 10. 





Sunday, April 19 


Methods of Growth in the Christian 
Life (2 Pet. 1:1-9) 





Mon.—Study the word (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 
Tues.—Be doers of the word (Jas. 1 : 22- 


27). 

Wed.—Stir up your gifts (1 Tim. 4: 12- 
16). 

Thurs.—Growing into Christlikeness (Eph. 
4 : 14-16). 

Fri—Growth through activity (1 Thess. 
I: 1-10). 

Sat.—Growth by imitating Jesus (John 13: 
12-17). 














R. W. W. RUGH of the Pennsyl- 
vania Bible Institute tells the story 
of a certain man who once had a very 
wonderful experience of God. He was 
fond of telling about it, and one day sat 
down and wrote it all out and then put 
it away in his desk. Whenever Christian 
friends would visit him, he would get out 
his wonderful experience and read it to 
them and dwell upon its joys and wonders. 
But one day when he reached for the 
paper in his desk, to his dismay he dis- 
covered that the mice had chewed it into 
little bits. What a pity it was that he 
had not kept his experience living and 
fresh by having it renewed every day in 
fellowship with his Lord, instead of being 
satisfied with something that had hapgened 
in the past! 


It is not God’s intention that after we 
have accepted the Lord Jesus as our Sav- 
iour we should be satisfied to stop at that 
point. . On the contrary, God commands 
us in his Word to grow, “But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 

In writing to the Corinthians Paul tells 
them that they are only “babes in Christ,” 
and able to take only the milk of the 
Word and not strong meat (1 Cor. 3:1, 
2). This gives us one clew as to one of 
the means of growth that God tells us 
about in his Word. The Bible itself is 
one of these means. In 1 Peter we read, 
“As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 


ve 

Another means of growth we find in 
Colossians 2: 19, ““The Head, from which all 
the body by joints and bands having nour- 
ishment ministered, and knit together, in- 
creaseth with the increase of God.” Just 
as any member of the human body grows 
through its union with the body and with 
the life stream flowing through it, so we 
grow by being united to Christ and hav- 
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ing his life flow through us. This union 
is effected when we accept the Lord Jesus 
as our Saviour. But we may hinder his 
life stream flowing through us by refusing 
to yield ourselves completely to his will. 
And thus we may become dwarfed or un- 
dernourished, js 


Still another simile is given in 2 Cor- 
inthians 3:18 where we read, “But we 
all, with open [unveiled] face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image [likeness] 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord.” Just as a plant drinks in 
life-giving rays from the sun, so by hold- 
ing the Lord Jesus in our thoughts, by 
keeping his desires and his will uppermost 
in our minds, and by seeking to live as he 
would have us live, we, too, may drink 
in strength from his life-giving presence 
and thus grow. 


But growth in the Christian life, as in 
the natural realm has a definite purpose. 
Growth merely for the growth’s sake, 
produces monstrosities. The vineyardist 
finds no joy or profit in the vine that 
merely produces quantities of leaves and 
branches, when the thing he looks for is 
fruit. 

And so all our growth in Christ is to 
be toward the end that we might bear 
fruit. On the road to the Garden of Geth- 
semane on the night before his crucifixion 
the Lord Jesus said to his disciples, “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in 
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LIVE WITHOUT WORRY 


A PRACTICAL BOOKLET BY NORMAN > 
B. HARRISON, ‘D.D., Author of the 
well known ‘His’’ books. 


Readable, Scriptural, Attractively Bound. 


48 pages, 25 cents, mailed anywhere. 


COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
$37 North Wells Street, Chicago, Il. 
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tion The Sunday School Times. 








DISTINCTIVE 


Get complete details of the only Va- 
cation Bible School Courses offering 
all supporting materials necessary for the 
work of each teacher in the one book 
provided for that teacher. 


Only Standard DVBS Courses give you this 
distinctive and economical feature. Don’t fail 
to send for your copy of the Free Prospectus. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
8th & Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, O., Dept. SS-46 
Send Free Prospectus on DVBS 





ARE YOU CONCERNED © 
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OUR own future may be provided for. 
But a near relative or a dear friend may 
not be so fortunate. 

If you wish you may help give them the 
same protection you enjoy, without any later 
embarrassments or complications. 

Through an Annuity Agreement of the 
American Bible Society just such protection 
is provided. By this annuity plan regular 
payments will be made at definite intervals 
to the person you designate. 

You also have the happy satisfaction of 
knowing that you are taking part in an 
indispensable world-wide Christian service 
—that of making the Bible more widely 
available in this country and in many 
foreign lands. 

During the more than 80 years in which 
it has been issuing annuities the American 
Bible Society has never failed to send the 
— payments when due, no matter 
what untoward conditions ex- 
isted in the world at large, 
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me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned. 
. . . Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit” (John 15:5, 6, 8). 
The gardener does not expect fruit of 
little seedlings, but he expects the seed- 
lings to grow up into strong, sturdy plants 
and produce fruit. Have you stopped grow- 
ing? If so, will you not ask God to re- 
veal to you what is hindering your growth 
into a strong, fruit-bearing Christian?. 
PHILADELPHIA, 





| With the New Books 


What Does the Bible Teach About Birth 
Control? By Keith L. Brooks. (Brooks 
Publishers, 2003 Addison Way, Los An- 
geles, 25 cents.) The subject discussed 
in this twenty-four-page booklet has be- 
come increasingly prominent in recent 
years. Social workers, psychologists, some 
ministers, and many doctors — but not all 
— have advocated birth control. As might 
be expected, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the 
well known Christian surgeon, stands 
strongly against it. While most evangeli- 
cal Christians take the same position, there 
are others who have been sincerely in doubt 
about the problem, especially those in re- 
duced circumstances and some missionaries 
in lonely stations. Mr. Brooks has ren- 
dered a real service in issuing this Scrip- 
tural study of the subject. He quotes 
many passages from the Old and New Tes- 
taments to show that the practice is wrong 
for Christians. In a brief section entitled 
“The Suicide of Civilized Races,” he quotes 
scientists and statisticians showing what 
serious effects it is having on society. Many 
will be glad .to avail themselves of this 
little handbook giving the Bible teaching 
on a much talked-of problem. 








| Children at Home 





Going to School in Africa 
By Clara B. Blair} 


This.is the fourth in a series of five stories, 
founded on fact, telling how the children 
live in Africa. 

OR some time Katherine had been 

coaxing her mother to visit school. At 
last there came a day when Mother went 
and spent the afternoon. Katherine could 
scarcely wait for a chance to talk things 
over with her and find how she liked it, 
and whether she didn’t think their draw- 
ings were ‘beautiful and their music just 
fine, and ‘how she liked the stories. 

“You ‘have a good school,” her mother 
said, “and I do not wonder you love it. 
I am glad my little daughter has such good 
opportunities. There are so many children 
in the world who do not have them.” 

“Where, Mama?” 

“In many, many -places,” her mother an- 
swered, “but I know rather more about 
Africa than any other place.” 

“Don’t they have schools there?” 

“They have schools in some places, es- 
pecially where the missionaries ‘have gone, 
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but you would think them very queer 
schools.” 

“What do they do?” asked Katherine. 

“T’ll tell you what Miss Reeve said they 
did in the school in which she taught,” her 
mother replied. 

“In the first place, the children did not 
go to school all day as you do. Indeed, 
many of them were scolded for going even 
two hours a day. 

“They did not have enough teachers, so 
the more advanced children helped with 
the beginners. They did not have room 
enough, and different classes were reciting 
in the same room at the same time.” 

“What a noise there must have been!” 
Katherine exclaimed. 

“Yes, but it couldn’t be helped. At first, 
only reading, writing, and arithmetic are 
taught. As soon as they learn to read well 
they read mostly the Bible. You know 
that everythi is done with the object 
of teaching them about Christ. After the 
lessons they had roll call.” 

“What is that?” Katherine asked. 

“The teacher calls the names of all the 
pupils to see if any are absent.” 

“Can’t she tell without that?” 

“Not with as many as she has. Miss 
Stalker once told me that at one time they 
issued an invitation to all the small boys 
in the neighborhood to attend school. The 
result was that 232 enrolled and they were 
all given to her to care for.” 

“But, Mama, she couldn’t do anything 
with that many!’ 

“More than you think. One of the chiefs 
attended most of the time and was a great 
help to her. She also had a regular helper, 
who was one of the natives. Then she 
had a class of boys in the’ first reader. 
When they had read their lessons they 
taught those who could not read.” 

“Mama, I don’t believe I could learn a 
thing that way.” 

“Yes, you could, but not so easily nor 
so pleasantly as you do in your school, of 
course. These people are very eager to 
learn, and they try very hard, They will put 
up with almost anything for an opportunity 
to learn. But we are getting away from 
Miss Reeve’s story. She says they think 
roll call is great fun because the teachers 
have so much trouble in pronouncing their 
names. Of course they have as much trou- 
ble with ine names of the teachers, but 
they do not think of that. Then, too, their 
names have such queer meanings! Those 
musical names, Maguta, Chakudza, Iuyai, 
and Kegechi become in our language Fat, 
That-which-has-died, Pride, and A-little- 
object.” 

Katherine, surprised and interested, lis- 
tened as her mother continued: “After 
roll call there is a short service in which 
they sing and repeat Scripture texts. Some- 
times there is a talk by some older Chris- 
tian or one of the missionaries, and prayer. 
She says you should hear them sing. They 
do love to sing. Their object seems to be 
to see who can make the most noise. They 
do not always follow the tune, but per- 
haps they think their variations an im- 
provement. But now I must go and help 
the cook with the dinner.” 


(T2 be concluded) 
we 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have a very important 
life problem to decide, won’t you please help 
me? Thank you! A friend of mine advised 
me to write to you. 

I am a girl seventeen years old, at present 
I am in my senior year at high school. I 
have several desires I hope to fulfill if it’s 
God’s will, as he my heavenly Father only 
knows. I love to go to Bible school; I have 
taken care of prayer meetings and have spoken 
in several churches on different occasions; all 
tell me I have the ability to undertake this 
work. At the present time I am pianist of our 
Sunday school and teach a class of girls be- 
tween the ages of nine and eleven. I hope you 
do not think me egotistical for writing all this 
down, but I want you to help me decide my 
vocation. I am rather discouraged at present, 
as this is my last year at high school, and I 
do not know what I really want to do. 

This is the other side of the problem. I would 
love to become a nurse, but I am told there 
are too many nurses already.. My aim in life 
is not only to help souls physically, but spir- 
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itually. I have wonderful parents; I think they 
want me to become a doctor. I have the finan- 
cial part to think of, and do you think this 
marvelous profession would be successful and 
advisable for a woman? I love to study and 
to come in contact with people. I have had 
three years of Latin,—do you think this is 
enough for the above profession? I hope so. 
I am rather discouraged, but I am praying 
hard that God might reveal his plan for my 
life to me. I will deeply appreciate your con- 
sultation, encouragement, and decision. Please 
help me, if you can. 

Y DEAR GIRL: Your letter, with 

its uncertainties reaching out before 
you and the future all unknown, is before 
me. I note how you are weighing all the 
“pros and cons” and looking at what you 
would like to do, and what would give you 
most in life, and how you might be most 
useful; all your doubts concerning one pro- 
fession and your hopes when you look at 
another. Above them all I see One who 
loves you with an “everlasting love,” and 
I can hear him saying to you, “This is the 
way, walk ye in it”! 

It is a glorious reality that we do not 
have to choose our own way when we walk 
with him. It is all right to think about 
these things, but I want you, dear girl, to 
be sure you always think with him! No 
matter what objections arise to any desire 


-which may be in your heart, hand it over 


to him, and remember, all things are pos- 
sible to him! (Luke 18:27.) Nothing is 
too hard for him, when we are willing 
to co-operate with him and let him have 
his own way. And we know that is best 
for us; but many times we allow desires 
to influence and control, and when we do, 
we are the losers, 

If God calls you to be a doctor, I would 
congratulate you, for it is a wonderful pro- 
fession; but I would not want to know that 
you had chosen it for yourself. Talk to 
your heavenly Father about it and if it is 
the way in which you are to walk with 
him, he will tell you and show you just 


» how to meet the financial problem. Re- 


member, you are a child of the King, and 
you do not have to think of money as does 
the child of the world. All you heave to 
do is to follow your Lord, obey his voice, 
and he will be the financier and cause 
to come true in your life: “But my God 
shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:10). 

Don’t be discouraged, for that is of 
Satan, and you do not want to be influenced 
by him when you are considering your life 
work. He will take great pleasure in 
leading you astray in your thinking, if 
he can! But do not listen to anything 
that comes from him, but place your trust 
and confidence in God, who will never fail 
nor lead you to any place but where you 
will be useful and happy! You can afford 
to give everything over into God’s hands 
and take Romans 12:1, 2, and live by it. 
Yielded to him, you will not make a mis- 
take or blunder. Do not ask today. what 
God wants you to do next year. That is 
the impatience of youth, but rather have 
your mind stayed on him, and wait for his 
leading and you will receive it, just when 
you need it. God loves to be entreated by 
you, for your daily needs and will be ever 
present to mark out your path, and show 
you his way and plan for the present. As 
he has the whole plan for your life, you 
will come to see in the days before you how 
the whole will fit together and make the 
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building of your life. It is so wonderful 
to work with the Master Builder! Take 
a decided stand for your Lord and his way, 
and “lean not unto thine own understand- 
ing” ! 

However, Satan will give you many a 
tussle as you go along, but remember the 
words of that old hymn, which says of the 
Lord Jesus: 


Ever present, truest friend, 

Ever near Thine aid to lend. 
Believe this when the tempter assails, and 
take the way of escape, as it is promised 
in 1 Corinthians 10:13, and you will have 
the joy of being “more than a conqueror” 
(Rom, 8: 37). 


Will the writer of the letter addressed 
to Mother Ruth, and postmarked Philadel- 
phia, February 4, and signed “A Christian,” 
kindly send her name and address to 
Mother Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
in order that a personal answer may be 
sent? 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 13 to 19 


Mon.—Luke 15: 11-24. God’s Forgiving Love. 

Prayer SuGcestions: God delights in 
reconciliation. He is glorified in the for- 
giveness of sins. God loves to forgive the 
sinner and to forget the sin. “John three 
sixteen” is God’s epitomized story of for- 
giving love. Imperfect though we are, in 
Christ we have a perfect redemption. Re- 














Something New! 


For Ministers, Sunday School teachers, Bible Students 
+ « - a working knowledge of the whole Bible that is 
quite and easily mastered by using the Simplified 
ethod of studying and retaining the ‘“‘Great 

Teachings” .. . Price, 75c—order from author, Rev. D. 
McPherson, Nerfolk, Nebr. Also... . Young Minister 
wanted in each State to act as Socks Director of the 
Young Believers United Spiritual Crusade, must be 
under 30, fundamental, Spirituai, E istic. Give 
aualifications. also references. Send inquiries to 


Rev. D. McPherson,Norfolk,Nebr. 
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“ToThe Jew First” 


Fifteen years of service amongst 
the CHOSEN PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL, in the largest field of 
Jews in the world. 


A fundamentally sound Mission, 
absolutely dependent upon God 
and His people for maintenance. A 
most worth-while ministry, worthy 
of the confidence and support of 
every Bible-loving Christian. 


SEND FOR A STUDY 
IN PROPHECY FREE 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO ISRAEL, INC. 
2248 Westchester Avenue 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

CHARLES WIESENBERG, Treasaser 




















FIELDS OF SERVICE 


1. Russian Border Work 
2. Russian Refugee Work 
3. Spain 





5. Brazil 

6. French West Africa 
7. Dutch East Indies 
8. Jewish Work. 


OUR NEED: 





The Peoples Missionary Society 
100 BLOOR EAST, TORONTO, CANADA 
Rev. Oswald J. Smith, General Director 


HOUSANDS are hearing the Gospel for the first time 
and many hundreds have been definitely saved. Re- 
mittances are forwarded on the first day of each month. 


4. Cuba Gane in your gift for the support of this great work and 

you will receive our magazine, The Peoples 
Monthly, which contains spiritual articles and up-to-date 
reports direct from the Fields. Sample free. 


$30,000 A YEAR 


ELDON B. LEHMAN, Treasurer. 

















To obtain the finest edition of the Scriptures is 
the desire of everyone. The chief points to be 
considered are: 

READABILITY sharp, clear and well printed. 


OPACITY strong, thin, will not “show 
through.”” 








Harper Bibles- 


INCLUDING HIS MAJESTY’S PRINTERS' AND BAGSTER EDITIONS 


Ask your bookseller to show you the Harper Bibles, or write for your FREE copy of 
Catalog S1 giving full details of the various sizes and styles. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 E. 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP printing and binding by 
artisans of experience who know how. 

DURABILITY all materials used the best that 
can possibly be obtained. 

Add to the above the attractive box and gold 


paper bands used on Harper Bibles and you 
will have the perfect book. 
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Saving Lives For Christ 
By ... Careful Investment! 


‘AR off in the rural and mountainous ‘‘backlands*’ of America there are thousands of boys and 
girls who are anxious and eager to learn of Jesus and his love. Bibles, hymn books, Sunday- 
Schools are needed in these places . . . needed badly ia order spiritually to save these fine young lives, 
HIS is our task and your task. It is the task of hundreds of fine men, of noble Christian 
character, who are the missionaries of the American Sunday-School Union. 
Fe ROUGH sheer dogged perseverance our missionaries find their way into these almost for- 
gotten places, covering —often on foot—mile after mile of rugged rural and mountain land. 
There they organize Sunday Schools — sponsor community and county revivals, and through their 
devotion carry the Word of God to an almost ‘‘lost people."’ 
HIS vast work extends from coast to coast. . . from border to border. 
. . urgently needs the help of all Christian brethren. 
HESE fine men, these missionaries of the American Sunday-School Union, are making a per- 
sonal sacrifice of their lives for the Master. . . . Will you make a personal financial sacrifice 
to help them carry on their work? 


fe ROUGH our SPONSORSHIP PLAN aa can make the most profitable investment of your 
life... an investment which will save lives for Christ! Will you write to us today for the 
complete story of eur SPONSORSHIP PLAN ? 


Si™ PLY write and say, ‘‘ Tell me how, through iavestment,—I can save the lives of boys and girls 
for the Lord Jesus Christ."’ 


THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphiz, Pa. 


It needs your help 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 


by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


Your 
ALASKA 


adventure 


is due this Summer! 


HIS is your year for change, new 

experiences, exciting adventures. So 
plan now to join our Alaska party. We’ve 
arranged a trip that will encompass more 
entertainment, happiness and thrills than 
you ever dreamed could happen to you 
in a lifetime. : 


You'll travel with a group of other con- 
genial Christian Journal readers. We’re 
going to stop offto see Yellowstone, Rainier 
and Jasper Parks. Trom Seattle we take 
the steamer and glide for a thousand miles 
through the island-gemmed waters of the 
Inside Passage . . . past glistening glaciers, 
up fjords, skirting snow-capped, towering 
mountains— into the mystery,theromance 
and glamour of Alaska. 


Twenty-six glorious days, with never a 
dull moment. Rates are very low. Fill in 
the coupon and learn the total cost from 
your home town. 








You are most cordially invited to join the 4th Annual 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to Wonderful Alaska 


Mr. Philip E. Howard, Jr, Sunday School Times === Os 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Howard: Pl d 1 
a Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska bom my bese ee 
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joice in and exemplify God’s forgiving love. 
Pray for Christians lacking in love. 
Tues.—Psalm $1 : 1-4. Our Need .of Forgiveness. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Fresh pollutions 
require fresh recourse to the blood of Jesus 
Christ. Unprofitable and unworthy as we 
are we dare not stay away from the spot- 
less Lamb of God. Innocence lost must 
be recovered through his renewing grace. 
Confess instantly. God is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9). Pray 
for Christians who are deceived. 
Wed.—Psalm 32 : 1-7. 

The Blessedness of Forgiveness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The smile of God 
attends repentance. Unjudged sin leaves 
the soul in darkness. A spiritual check-up 
now may save years of failure and anguish. 
Let at-the-end-of-the-day thoughts antici- 
pate the “last day.” Walk alway in the 
light. If you do the song of praise will 
never die out of your soul. Pray for 
Christians in spiritual quarantine. 
Thurs—Mark 11 : 20-25. A Forgiving Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Before you pray 
forgive those who have offended you, Your 
trespasses against God out-measure all ‘the 
transgressions of men against yourself. You 
have . received the greater forgiveness. 
Freely pardon the lesser trespasses. For- 
give as men at sports overlook knocks and 
bumps. Christian work without the spirit 
of forgiveness is an abomination to God. 
Pray for Christians who are discouraged. 


Fri—John 8: 2-11. Jesus Teaches Forgiveness. 

Prayer Succestions: “Neither do I 
condemn thee.” Life without forgiveness 
is intolerable. Our “bones” will wax old 
through our roaring all the day long (Psa. 
32:3). The love of our pardoning God is 
greater than our appreciation. He forgives 
our imperfections, weakness in work, care- 
lessness in spirit, rashness in speech, heed- 
Jessness, foolishness, and presumption. He 
forgives and forgets. How well and how 
much do you forgive? Pray for Christians 
afraid to testify. 


Sat.—Psalm 103: 8-14. The Merciful Father. 
Prayer Succestions: “Like as a father.” 


A father’s compassion for his children, the. 


ground of all his dealings with them,, illus- 
trates God’s merciful lovingkindness, to. us. 
He remembers our weakness, and exerts 
his power to sustain, and assist us in the 
bearing of the pressure of our trials. Par- 
ental assistance is brief and uncertain. 
“The mercy of the Lord is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting.” Every remembrance 
of God should call forth a doxology. “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul’! Pray for Chris- 
tians under persecution. 


Sun.—Luke 7 : 36-38, 44-50. 
Forgiveness and Love. 
Prayer Succestions: “To whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little.” For- 
giveness is appreciated differently by dif- 
ferent people. Those who have been great 
sinners know they have a great salvation. 
Those who think they are little sinners 
have slight appreciation of Christ. What 
kind are you? Do you stand with David, 
Payl, or with the self-righteous scribes, 
Pharisees, and hypocrites? Spurgeon, told 
that an American delegation wanted to see 
him just a moment or two before service, 
greeted them (A. C. Dixon was one of 
them) saying, “Come in, fellow sinners.” 
He never forgot that he was a sinner saved 
by grace. Pray for more love to Christ. 
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